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SUMMARY: Dedication to Oxford in Edmund Elviden's The Most Excellent and
Pleasant Metaphorical History of Peisistratus and Catanea, thought to have been
published in 1570. Two other books were published by Elviden at about this time, The
Closet of Counsels Containing the Advice of Divers Wise Philosophers Touching Sundry
Moral Matters in Posies, Precepts, Proverbs and Parables, translated and collected out
of divers authors into English verse in 1569, and A New Year’s Gift to the Rebellious
Persons in the North Parts of England in 1570. Nothing seems to be known of Elviden’s
life, and it is possible that the name Edmund Elviden is a pen-name.

To the right honourable Edward de Vere, Lord Bulbeck, Earl of Oxford, Lord Great
Chamberlain of England, Edmund Elviden wisheth long life with increase of honour
It was not without wise forecast, right Honourable, that the politic poets & wise
philosophers have many times uttered in pleasant metaphors hidden secrets and sundry
notable instructions, considering that as the mind is satisfied with profound mysteries, so
likewise the weakness of nature is made well disposed by pleasant conveyance, for as the
one, informing wisdom, burdeneth the wits, so likewise the other refresheth the senses,
reneweth the memory, and preserveth the tender appetite from tediousness. Which
requisite recreation of me presumptuously thought upon, I have boldly, or rather
impudently, offered to your Honour this present rude and gross conceit wherein I have to
my slender ability bestowed the fruits of my willing labour for your Honour’s recreation
and avoiding of tedious time after your weighty affairs finished, not altogether void of
secret meaning, but well perused of your Lordship, sufficiently intending to satisfy the
humour of your wise disposition. And thus craving your courtesy to respect of my
goodwill, as chiefly bent for your especial pleasure, rather than of my simple travail, I
briefly leave to trouble your Honour with tedious circumstance.
Your Honour’s humble at commandment,
Edmund Elviden
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