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SUMMARY: The document below is the Prerogative Court of Canterbury copy of the 
will, dated 24 April 1587, together with a codicil dated 13 December 1587, proved 31 
July 1598, of Sir John Russell (1552-1593), half brother of Thomas Russell (1570-1634), 
overseer of the will of William Shakespeare of Stratford, and brother-in-law of Oxford’s 
brother-in-law, Francis Trentham. 
 
 
FAMILY BACKGROUND 
 
Testator’s parents 
 
The testator was the son and heir of Sir Thomas Russell (d. 9 April 1574) of Strensham, 
Worcestershire, by his first wife, Frances Cholmley, daughter of Sir Roger Cholmley 
(c.1485-1565), Lord Chief Justice.  In his will, Sir Roger Cholmley appointed as one of 
his executors Sir William Cordell (d.1581), Master of the Rolls, who was later one of the 
five trustees appointed by Oxford in an indenture of 30 January 1575 prior to his 
departure on his continental tour.  See ERO D/DRg2/25.  For the will of Sir Roger 
Cholmley, see TNA PROB 11/48/205.  See also the will of Sir Thomas Russell, TNA 
PROB 11/57/83, and the History of Parliament entry at: 
 
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1558-1603/member/russell-sir-thomas-
1520-74 
 
 
Testator’s siblings 
 
By his father’s first marriage to Frances Cholmley, the daughter of Sir Roger Cholmley 
(c.1485-1565), the testator had one sister of the whole blood: 
 
-Mary Russell (d. December 1576), who married Richard Lygon (d.1584), esquire, the 
son of William Lygon (d. 29 September 1567), esquire, of Madresfield, Worcestershire, 
and Eleanor Dennis, the daughter of Sir William Dennis of Dirham, Gloucestershire, by 
his first wife, Anne Berkeley, the daughter of Sir Maurice Berkeley.  For the will of 
William Lygon, see TNA PROB 11/50/246.  For the will of Richard Lygon of 
Madresfield, see TNA PROB 11/67/499.  See also Richardson, Douglas, Magna Carta 
Ancestry, 2nd ed., 2011, Vol. III, p. 23. 
 
The testator’s father married secondly Margaret Lygon (d.1617), the daughter of William 
Lygon (d. 29 September 1567) and Eleanor Dennis.  The testator’s stepmother, Margaret 
Lygon, was the sister of the testator’s brother-in-law, Richard Lygon (d.1584), who had 
married the testator’s sister, Mary Russell (see above).  By Margaret Lygon the testator’s 
father had one son, the testator’s brother of the half blood: 
 
-Thomas Russell (1570-1634), who is named as a residuary legatee in the will below and 
who was the overseer of the will of William Shakespeare of Stratford upon Avon.  See 
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the wills of Thomas Russell (1570-1634), TNA PROB 11/165/424, and his mother, 
Margaret (nee Lygon) Russell Berkeley, TNA PROB 11/129/781. 
 
The testator was raised in the household of his kinsman, Francis Russell (1527 – 28 July 
1585), 2nd Earl of Bedford.  See Hotson, Leslie, I, William Shakespeare, Do Appoint 
Thomas Russell, Esquire (London: Jonathan Cape, 1937), p. 21.  While there he became a 
close friend of the 2nd Earl’s fourth son, William Russell (c.1553 – 9 August 1613), later 
Sir William Russell of Thornhaugh, for whom see the History of Parliament entry at: 
 
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1558-1603/member/russell-william-
1553-1613 
 
This William Russell is mentioned as having been in Paris with Oxford in March 1576.  
See TNA SP 70/137, ff. 322-3. 
 
 
MARRIAGE AND ISSUE 
 
In May 1574 the testator married Elizabeth Sheldon (living 6 March 1594), the daughter 
of Ralph Sheldon of Beoley.  See Hotson, supra, p. 29, and Fry, Edward Alexander, ed., 
Abstracts of Inquitiones Post Mortem, Part III, (London: London and Middlesex 
Archaeological Society, 1908), pp. 210-19 at: 
 
https://archive.org/details/abstractsinquis00changoog/page/n267  
 
Elizabeth Sheldon was the sister of Katherine Sheldon (d.1633), the wife of Oxford’s 
brother-in-law, Francis Trentham (d.1626).  For the will of Ralph Sheldon, see TNA 
PROB 11/121/345. 
 
The testator’s marriage to Elizabeth Sheldon was tempestuous (see Hotson, supra, pp. 29 
ff.), and at one point the testator disinherited his children and made over all his property 
in trust to Francis Russell, 2nd Earl of Bedford, for the benefit of the latter’s youngest son, 
William Russell.  The testator eventually relented (see Hotson, supra, p. 29), but still 
appointed 'my good cousin, Sir William Russell' as one of his executors in the will below. 
 
By Elizabeth Sheldon the testator had two sons and a daughter: 
 
* Sir Thomas Russell (1577 - 30 December 1632), who married Elizabeth Spencer, the 
eldest daughter of Sir William Spencer (d. 18 December 1609) of Yarnton, Oxfordshire, 
third son of Sir John Spencer (d. 8 November 1586) of Althorp and Katherine Kitson.  Sir 
William Spencer was the brother of Alice Spencer (1559-1637), wife of Ferdinando 
Stanley (1559?-1594), 5th Earl of Derby.  See Collins, Arthur, The English Baronetage, 
(London: Thomas Wotton, 1741), Vol. I, p. 207 at: 
 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=R2QUAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA207 
 



THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES PROB 11/92/96                                                              3 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Modern spelling transcript copyright ©2011 Nina Green All Rights Reserved 
http://www.oxford-shakespeare.com/ 

By 1610 Sir Thomas Russell had become a Catholic recusant.  See his will, dated 6 
August 1632 and proved 17 January 1633, TNA PROB 11/163/30, and the History of 
Parliament entry at: 
 
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1558-1603/member/russell-thomas-
1577-1632 
 
By Elizabeth Spencer, Sir Thomas Russell had two sons and three daughters: 
 
(1) Sir William Russell (c.1602-1669), 1st Baronet, for whom see the History of 
Parliament entry at: 
 
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1604-1629/member/russell-william-
1602-1669 
 
(2) Thomas Russell, to whom his father left his manor of Hanley Hall, Worcestershire. 
 
(3) Elizabeth Russell (b.1604), who married firstly, in 1616, Francis Handford (1602-
1643), the eldest son and heir of John Handford (1565 – 17 August 1616) of Woollas 
Hall in Eckington, Worcestershire.  The marriage was annulled the following year.  See 
Collingwood, Kate, Great Comberton: A Landscape History, (Rothersthorpe: Paragon 
Publishing, 2014), pp. 20-1 at: 
 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=qvkiBQAAQBAJ&pg=PA21 
 
Francis Hanford must have been an interesting character.  He was the son of John 
Hanford who built Woollas Hall in 1611 and whose magnificent tomb can be found in 
Eckington church.  John and Francis conducted a long-running series of lawsuits against 
three generations of Russells of Strensham Court and various others over the diversion of 
water in the Avon and common rights of grazing, and the latter is probably the 
background to these assaults  Despite this, John was a close friend of Thomas Russell of 
Rushock, brother of John Russell, oldest of the three Strensham generations, leaving him 
‘my best gilt plate at his election and my best gelding at his choice’ in his will.  Thomas 
was a generous friend to the Hanford family, and he and John Hanford jointly 
contributed towards new organs for Worcester Cathedral.  Thomas Russell was also a 
friend of Shakespeare’s who left him £5 and made him administrator of his will, and it is 
said that Russell Street, once known as Great Russell Street, was named in memory of 
him.  Thomas Russell inherited estates at Alderminster and Broad Campden and married 
into the Rushock property.  There is no evidence of his ownership of property or 
residence in Great Comberton but John Hanford had reason to be grateful to Russell as 
in 1610 he reclaimed lands from the Crown with a £1,500 mortgage from him.  Part of 
the manor had been confiscated by the Crown in 1578 for ‘popish recusancy’, and a 
general pardon granted by James I on 6th February 1604 to John Hanford ‘for all 
offences forfeits, penalties, crimes etc. except false-coining, witchcraft, burglaries, 
murders, rapes, buggery’ etc. probably relates to non-attendance at the parish church, 
otherwise it does not seen much of a pardon. . . . Following John Hanford’s early death 
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at the age of 51 his son Francis inherited the manor of Woollas and his mother’s first 
thought was to find him a wife, although he was only 14.  She settled on Elizabeth, 
daughter of Thomas Russell.  They were married in 1616 but the marriage was revoked 
in 1617 after a lawsuit where Elizabeth pleaded that she was 12 years of age and was 
coerced into it. 
 
See also: 
 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/52219527@N00/9270486130 
 
The identification of Francis Handford’s first wife, Elizabeth Russell (b.1604), as the 
daughter of ‘Thomas Russell of Rushock’, i.e. the testator’s half brother, Thomas Russell 
(1570-1634), the overseer of the will of William Shakespeare of Stratford upon Avon, 
appears to be erroneous.  Thomas Russell did not have a daughter named Elizabeth.  He 
married firstly, at Bruton on 7 September 1590, Katherine Bampfield (d. by 1596), the 
daughter of Hugh Bampfield (d.1589), esquire, of North Cadbury, Somersetshire, and 
Cecily White, by whom he had two daughters, Margaret and Jane Russell, both of whom 
died young.  See Hotson, Leslie, I, William Shakespeare, (London: Jonathan Cape, 1937), 
pp. 42, 44, 59.  It thus seems likely that Francis Handford’s first wife, Elizabeth Russell 
(b.1604), was the testator’s granddaughter, i.e., the daughter of the testator’s son, Thomas 
Russell (1577 - 30 December 1632). 
 
After the annulment of her first marriage, Elizabeth Russell (b.1604) married secondly 
John Hornyold (1583-1643), esquire, of Blackmore Park.  See ‘The Hornyold Family of 
Blackmore Park’ at: 
 
https://hanleyswan.net/history/families/hornyold/ 
 
With Catholics liable to be convicted of high treason, the Hornyolds had to practice their 
faith surreptitiously and two secret hiding places were built into Blackmore House for 
visiting priests. One of the few ways to increase their wealth was to marry into other 
landed Catholic families. John’s son Ralph married Margaret Lygon from neighbouring 
Madresfield and his grandson, John III (1583-1643), married Elizabeth Russell, daughter 
of Sir Thomas Russell, who owned Hanley Hall among other properties. 
 
After the annulment of his first marriage, Francis Handford married secondly Elizabeth 
Gifford (d.1681?), the daughter of Walter Gifford (d. 27 April 1632) of Chillington, son 
of Sir John Gifford (d. 28 August 1613) and Joyce Leveson (d. 14 March 1608), and 
grandson of Sir Thomas Gifford (d. 27 May 1560) and Ursula Throckmorton (d. 15 
March 1581), daughter of Sir Robert Throckmorton (c.1451-1518).  See the will of Sir 
Robert Throckmorton, TNA PROB 11/20/25; the will, proved 26 June 1560, of Sir 
Thomas Gifford, TNA PROB 11/43/5; and Doyle, Patrick Joseph, ‘The Giffards of 
Chillington, a Catholic Landed Family 1642-1861’, Durham Theses, Durham University, 
1968, pp. 10-11, 42-3 at: 
 
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/9887/ 
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See also the Gifford pedigree in Grazebrook, H. Sydney, ed., The Heraldic Visitations of 
Staffordshire, (London: Mitchell and Hughes, 1885, p. 148 at: 
 
https://archive.org/stream/collectionsforpt205stafuoft#page/148/mode/2up 
 
See also the will, TNA PROB 11/127/794, of John Handford (d.1616), in which he refers 
to Thomas Russell (1570-1634), the overseer of the will of William Shakespeare (1564-
1616) of Stratford upon Avon, as his ‘dear kinsman’. 
 
(4) Margaret Russell (d.1629), who married John Winter, esquire, of Huddington, 
Worcestershire.  Circa 1623/4, Margaret Russell was a patient of Dr John Hall, father-in-
law of William Shakespeare of Stratford upon Avon.  See Lane, Joan, John Hall and his 
Patients: The Medical Practice of Shakespeare’s Son-in-Law, (Stratford upon Avon: The 
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, 1996), pp. 217-18: 
 
Prominent among Worcestershire’s Catholic families, the Winters were further 
distinguished by their part in the Gunpowder Plot and the severity of their later treatment 
as recusants.  Three Winters were executed in 1606, Robert, Thomas and John, the sons 
of George Winter of Huddington.  Their Catholic connections were impeccable, for their 
grandmother was Catherine Throckmorton of Coughton and George’s first wife had been 
Jane Ingilby of Ripley, whose brother was the Yorkshire martyr, Francis (d.1586). 
 
Robert Winter (1567-1606) inherited the Huddington estate at his father’s death in 1594 
and married Gertrude Talbot, whose family home at Grafton was also a Catholic centre.  
As a widow, Gertrude Winter had to forfeit the manor for her recusancy.  In about 1617 
her eldest son, John, married Margaret Russell, the eldest of the three daughters of Sir 
Thomas Russell (d.1632) of Strensham (Worcs.)  Hall noted her age as twenty-nine in his 
manuscript. . . . Margaret Winter died in 1629 and was buried at Huddington. 
 
(5) Anne Russell, who married Sir John Cocks, esquire, of Crowle, Worcestershire, and 
is said to have died without issue.  See Cocks, J.V. Somers, ‘A History of the Cocks 
Family’, rev. ed., (1999), p. 54, available as a pdf file online at: 
 
homepages.xnet.co.nz/~sremos/history.pdf 
 
See also Notes and Queries, 4th Series, Vol. X, (London, 1872), p. 279 at: 
 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=8DwX_30U90kC&pg=PA279 
 
For the children of Sir Thomas Russell, see also Burke, John and John Bernard Burke, 
The Extinct & Dormant Baronetcies of England, (London: Scott Webster and Geary, 
1838), p. 458 at: 
 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=K1kBAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA458 
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* John Russell, about whom nothing further is known. 
 
* Frances Russell, who married John Greene (b. 14 September 1575), son of William 
Greene (d. 11 July 1621), esquire, of Sampford, Essex, and grandson of Rooke Greene (d. 
9 April 1602).  For Rooke Greene’s connection to the 16th Earl of Oxford, see Huntington 
Library EL 5870.  Rooke Greene married Eleanor Fitch, the daughter of William Fitch (d. 
20 December 1578), esquire, of Little Canfield Hall, Essex, and by her had four sons and 
eight daughters.  His eldest son and heir, William Greene (d. 11 July 1621), married 
Katherine Timperley, the daughter of Thomas Timperley (d. 13 January 1594) of 
Hintlesham Hall by Audrey Hare, the daughter of Sir Nicholas Hare (d. 31 October 1557) 
of Bruisyard, Suffolk.  See the will of Thomas Timperley, TNA PROB 11/84/157, in 
which he mentions his ‘daughter Greene’, her grandmother, ‘Dame Katherine Hare’, and 
‘John Greene, my grandchild and godson’; the will of Sir Nicholas Hare, Norfolk Record 
Office Hare 5576 224x1; and the will of Dame Katherine Hare (d.1557), TNA PROB 
11/39/589. By Katherine Timperley, William Greene had four sons and four daughters.  
As noted, his eldest son, John Greene (b. 14 September 1575), married the testator’s 
daughter, Frances Russell, by whom he had five sons, Sir Edward (who was created a 
baronet on 26 July 1660, ruined his estate, and died without male issue in 1676), Francis, 
John, William and Rooke, and a daughter, Katherine.  See Burke, John and John Bernard 
Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic History of the Extinct and Dormant Baronetcies of 
England, Ireland and Scotland,  (London: Scott, Webster and Geary, 1841), p. 225 at: 
 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=DqkTAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA225 
 
Frances Russell’s husband, John Greene (b. 14 September 1575), is said to have died 
during the lifetime of his father.  See the pedigrees of Greene and Timperley in ‘The 
English Ladies of Pontoise’ in Nichols, John Gough, ed., The Herald and Genealogist, 
(London: J.G. Nichols and R.C. Nichols, 1866), Vol. III, pp. 411-428 at p. 419: 
 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=HzA9AQAAIAAJ&pg=PA419 
 
See also the Timperley pedigree in Metcalfe, Walter C., ed., The Visitations of Suffolk, 
(Exeter: William Pollard, 1882), p. 171 at: 
 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=EycAAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA171 
 
For Thomas Timperley (d. 13 January 1594), see also the History of Parliament entry at: 
 
http://historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1509-1558/member/timperley-thomas-
152324-94 
 
For Sir Nicholas Hare, see the History of Parliament entry at: 
 
http://historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1509-1558/member/hare-nicholas-1495-
1557 
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For William Fitch (d. 20 December 1578), father-in-law of Rooke Greene, see: 
 
http://www.baronage.co.uk/bphtm-01/fitch-3.html 
 
and: 
 
http://www.baronage.co.uk/bphtm-01/fitch-2.html 
 
 
TESTATOR’S LANDS 
 
For the testator’s lands, see the inquisition post mortem taken after his death in Fry, 
supra, pp. 210-19 at: 
 
https://archive.org/details/abstractsinquis00changoog/page/n267 
 
For the testator, see also the History of Parliament entry at: 
 
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1558-1603/member/russell-john-ii-
1551-93 
 
 
 
LM: T{estamentum} Ioh{ann}is Russell 
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, three persons and one 
very God, to whom be all honour, glory and praise forever and ever, amen.  The four and 
twentieth day of April a thousand five hundred eighty-seven and in the twenty and ninth 
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lady Elizabeth by the grace of God of England, France 
and Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith etc., I, John Russell of Strensham in the county 
of Wigorne [=Worcester], esquire, being at this present whole in body and of good and 
perfect memory (thanks be unto Almighty God), intending by God’s grace shortly to 
travel into the parts beyond sea, and considering the frailty of man’s life and how 
necessary a thing it is for every good Christian to be in continual readiness for death 
whensoever it shall please Almighty God to call, do ordain, make and declare this my last 
will and testament in writing indented under my hand and seal in manner and form 
following, that is to say: 
 
First I commend my soul into the hands of Almighty God, my Maker, most humbly 
beseeching him even for Jesus Christ’s sake, my only Mediator and Redeemer, to forgive 
me all my sins and offences, by the merits of whose precious death and passion my only 
hope and trust is to be saved and to have free remission of all my sins; 
 
And my body I bequeath to the earth without pomp or sumptuousness by the order & 
good discretion of my executors hereunder named; 
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And as touching the order and disposition of all and singular my manors, lands, 
tenements and hereditaments, as well within the counties of Wigorn and Gloucester as 
elsewhere within the realm of England to me descended or which I now have, and 
whereof at this day I stand seised and have estate in possession, use, remainder or 
reversion by and from my good father, Sir Thomas Russell, knight, deceased, or by and 
from my good grandfather, Sir Roger Cholmeley, knight, deceased: 
 
First, whereas I, the said John Russell, by one indenture tripartite enrolled in her 
Majesty’s High Court of Chancery bearing date the last day of December in the one and 
twentieth year [=31 December 1578] of the reign of our Sovereign Lady the Queen’s 
Majesty that now is between me, the said John Russell, on thone party, and the right 
honourable Francis, Earl of Bedford of the noble Order of the Garter, knight, and one of 
her Majesty’s most honourable Privy Council, and Gilbert Littleton of Bellend in the 
county of Worcester, esquire, on thother party, did covenant, condescend and agree to 
and with the said Earl and Gilbert Littleton and either of them, before th’ end of the term 
of St Michael the Archangel next ensuing the date of the said indenture by one or several 
fines in due form of law to be levied with proclamations according to the statute in that 
behalf provided before the Justices of our Sovereign Lady the Queen’s Majesty of the 
Common Pleas at Westminster to convey and assure to the said Earl of Bedford and 
Gilbert Littleton and their heirs and the heirs of either of them the manor of Holme Hall 
in Stow cum Quy with the appurtenances in the county of Cambridge, and also divers 
other manors, lands, tenements, rents, reversions, remainders, services & hereditaments 
with th’ appurtenances lying within the said county of Cambridge and in the several 
counties of Essex, Kent, Middlesex, Surrey and the city of London in the said indenture 
mentioned which sometimes were the inheritance of Sir Roger Cholmeley, knight, 
deceased, grandfather to the said John Russell; 
 
And further whereas I, the said John Russell, in and by the said indenture tripartite did 
covenant, condescend and agree to and with the said Earl of Bedford & Gilbert Littleton 
and their heirs and the heirs of either of them before th’ end of the said term of St 
Michael by one or several fines in due form of law to be levied with proclamations 
according to the statute in that behalf provided before the said Queen’s Majesty’s Justices 
of the Common Pleas at Westminster to convey and assure to the said Earl of Bedford 
and Gilbert Littleton and their heirs and the heirs of either of them the manors of 
Strensham, Berlingham, Defford, Copinsecourte, Great Witley, Little Witley, Peopleton, 
Spetchley, Dormestone Hall in Hanley and Sutton Sturmy with the appurtenances in the 
county of Worcester, and also divers other manors, lands, tenements, rents, reversions, 
remainders, services, boileries, patronages and hereditaments with their appurtenances 
within the said county of Worcester and in the county of Gloucester in the said indenture 
specified, sometime the inheritance of Sir Thomas Russell, knight, deceased, father of the 
said John Russell; 
 
Which fine or fines so then to be levied as is aforesaid and every other fine & fines which 
should be levied by the said John Russell to the said parties or any of them before th’ end 
of the said term of St Michael of the said manors, messuages, lands, tenements, 
hereditaments and other the premises should be and remain and the said Earl of Bedford 
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and Gilbert Littleton and their heirs and the heirs of either of them should stand and be 
seised to the uses, intents and purposes and under such provisos, limitations, conditions 
and determinations as are in the said-recited indenture tripartite severally specified, 
limited and declared; 
 
And whereas also in the said indenture amongst other things there are several provisos 
containing this in effect, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the said John Russell at 
any time and from time to time during his natural life by writing signed with his hand and 
sealed with his seal or by his last will and testament in writing to alter, change, diminish, 
determine or enlarge the said uses of and in the said manors, lands, tenements and 
hereditaments and premises or any part or parcel thereof at his will and pleasure, and by 
such writing as is aforesaid or by his last will and testament in writing to limit, give, will 
and appoint the use and uses of all and singular the premises to such person and persons 
and for such estate, term & interest as to the said John Russell shall be thought meet and 
convenient, and that then and from thenceforth the said fine shall remain and be and the 
said Earl and Gilbert Littleton and their heirs and the heirs of either of them shall stand 
and be seised to the use and uses of all and every person and persons to whom any use 
shall be limited or appointed by the said John Russell by any such writing as is before 
mentioned or by his last will and testament in writing according to such estates and 
interests as shall be limited or appointed by any such writing or last will as is before 
mentioned, the said indenture or any other thing to the contrary notwithstanding, as by 
the same indenture more at large appeareth; 
 
And whereas also after the making of the said-recited indenture one fine was levied in 
due form of law in the term of the Holy Trinity then next following according to the 
intent and true meaning of the said indenture; 
 
Now forasmuch as I, the said John Russell, am minded to alter, change & determine the 
use and uses by the said-recited indenture raised, created, limited, assigned or appointed 
for and concerning all and every the manors, lands, tenements and hereditaments and 
other the premises in the said indenture specified and contained and every part and parcel 
thereof, and the same by these presents to determine, annul and make void forever, and to 
limit and appoint new uses of the same according to th’ effect of the same provisos, and 
therefore by the liberty, power and authority to me given, reserved or limited by the said 
provisos contained in the said indenture, I, the said John Russell, by this my present last 
will & testament in writing do not only determine the use and uses aforesaid, but also do 
newly limit, give, will and appoint the use and uses of all and every the said manors, 
lands, tenements, rents, reversions, remainders, services and hereditaments in the said 
indenture expressed hereafter to be and remain to such person and persons and for such 
estates, terms and interests as in and by this my said last will and testament shall be 
specially limited or appointed and not otherwise, that is to say: 
 
First I will and devise the use and uses of all those my manors of Over Strensham and 
Nether Strensham with th’ appurtenances in the county of Worcester, and also of all other 
my manors, lands, tenements, rents, reversions, remainders, services, woods, 
underwoods, advowsons, patronages, boileries, mills, court leets, privileges, liberties, 
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franchises and hereditaments whatsoever within the said county of Worcester and within 
the county of Gloucester aforesaid, and also of all those my manors, messuages, lands, 
tenements, rents, reversions, services, courts, leets, liberties, franchises and hereditaments 
whatsoever within the city of London and in the several counties of Middlesex, Essex, 
Cambridge and Surrey and elsewhere within the realm of England (except of such 
manors, lands, tenements and hereditaments parcel of the premises in the said-recited 
indenture mentioned as by this my last will and testament hereafter shall be specially and 
particularly otherwise given, devised, limited, or which I have otherwise by any deed or 
deeds in writing under my hand and seal heretofore aliened, bargained or sold to any 
person or persons) unto my eldest son, Thomas Russell, to have and to hold the said 
manors, lands and tenements, rents, reversions, remainders, services and other the 
premises in the said counties of Wigorne and Gloucester with all and singular their 
appurtenances and the use and uses thereof (except before excepted) unto the said 
Thomas Russell and th’ heirs males of his body lawfully begotten and to be begotten; 
 
And for default of such issue to John Russell, my younger son, and to th’ heirs males of 
his body lawfully begotten; 
 
And for lack of such issue to Thomas Russell, my brother, and th’ heirs males of the body 
of the said Thomas, my brother, lawfully begotten and to be begotten; 
 
And for default of such issue the remainder thereof to the right heirs of me, the said John 
Russell, forever; 
 
And to have and to hold the said manors, messuages, lands, tenements, rents, reversions, 
remainders, services and other the premises in the said city of London & in the said 
several countries of Middlesex, Essex, Cambridge and Surrey & elsewhere within the 
realm of England and the use and uses thereof (except before excepted) unto my said son, 
Thomas Russell, and th’ heirs of his body lawfully begotten; 
 
And for lack of such issue to my said son, John Russell, and th’ heirs of his body lawfully 
begotten; 
 
And for lack of such issue to Frances Russell, my daughter, and th’ heirs of her body 
lawfully begotten; 
 
And for lack of such issue to the use of the right heirs of me, the said John Russell, 
forever; 
 
Also I will and devise to my said daughter, Frances Russell, the sum of two thousand 
marks of lawful money of England, which sum I will shall be levied, perceived and taken 
by my executors hereunder named and the survivor of them immediately after my 
decease of my goods, plate and chattels and also of the rents, issues and profits of all 
those my manors, lands, tenements, woods, underwoods and hereditaments in the 
counties of Worcester and Gloucester, and of all those my manors, lands and tenements 
in London, Middlesex, Essex, Cambridge and Surrey (except before excepted) at the 
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feasts usual by the order and direction of my executors hereafter named, which said sum 
of two thousand marks I will shall truly be paid to my said daughter at her 
accomplishment of eighteen years or day of marriage, which shall first happen, and in the 
meantime the money received to be employed to her best behoof by my executors 
aforementioned; 
 
And if it shall happen my said daughter to die before the said age of eighteen years or 
marriage, as is aforesaid, my said son John Russell then living, then I will the moiety of 
her said legacy of two thousand marks to my said son, John Russell, if he be then living, 
and if he be then dead, the same moiety shall be employed by my executors to and for the 
performance of this my will and payment of my debts and legacies; 
 
And as touching the order and disposition of all and singular my goods, chattels, leases, 
plate, money and household stuff whereof I stand now possessed: 
 
First I give & bequeath to the poor people of Strensham six pounds thirteen shillings four 
pence, to the poor of Hanley six pounds thirteen shillings four pence; 
 
Item, to the poor of the city of Worcester ten pounds, to be paid within one year next after 
my decease; 
 
Item, to my nephew, William Lygon, esquire, a piece of plate of six pounds thirteen 
shillings four pence; 
 
Item, I will that the lease of Harwell wood and my crystal cup garnished with silver, and 
all arras, household stuff and furniture of household at Strensham, and the wainscot and 
glass there shall remain as an heirloom to and with the house of Strensham aforesaid, and 
not to be praised with or as parcel of any of the rest of my goods or chattels, but that my 
said son, Thomas Russell, if he live, shall have them to his own use, paying and 
satisfying to his brother and sister their several legacies herein bequeathed according to 
this my will, or otherwise such as shall be heir to Strensham shall have the same under 
the like condition; 
 
Item, I give to John Russell, my younger son, two hundred pounds in money and one 
hundred marks in plate, to be paid him at his full age if he happen not to have the 
thousand marks before-mentioned in the meantime by the death of his said sister; 
 
Item, to Farley, my bailie, ten pounds; 
 
And of this my last will & testament I do ordain and make my loving and faithful friends, 
Sir William Russell, knight, and Edmund Colles, esquire, full and whole executors, 
trusting that they will duly and faithfully execute this my last will and testament in all 
things according to the trust I repose in them, and I do give to either of them for their 
pains to be taken herein one hundred marks; 
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The residue of all my chattels, plate and leases unbequeathed, my debts and legacies fully 
paid, my will fulfilled and funerals discharged, I wholly give and bequeath to my said 
son, Thomas Russell; 
 
And further whereas I, the said John Russell, stand at this day indebted to divers persons, 
and being therefore doubtful whether my goods, chattels & leases not before devised or 
bequeathed will sufficiently extend to the satisfaction of my debts & legacies & 
performance of this my will, which thing I chiefly desire should be done with all 
expedition convenient without any delay or fraud, therefore I will & devise that if at the 
time of my decease my goods, chattels, leases, plate and ready money unbequeathed shall 
or will not suffice to satisfy and pay my debts and legacies and fully to perform this my 
last will, that then my executors aforenamed and the survivor of them during four years 
next after my decease, if within the three first years my said son, Thomas Russell, or 
some sufficient person for him do not become bound to my executors or to the survivor 
of them in the sum of one thousand pounds for payment of my said debts and legacies 
and performance of my last will in manner and form before specified, shall have full 
power and authority by force of this my last will and testament to bargain and sell the 
inheritance and fee simple of all that moiety of my messuages, lands and tenements in 
Walworth within the county of Surrey now in the tenure of Jasper Cholmeley, esquire, or 
his assigns and the reversion and reversions, use and uses of the same or of so much of 
the said messuages, lands and tenements within the said county of Surrey as to my said 
executors or to the survivor of them shall be thought needful and requisite to be sold for 
the payment of my said debts & legacies and performance of this my last will and 
testament in manner and form before expressed, which said bargain and sale I will my 
said executors or the said survivor shall make during the term of four years before 
mentioned without any let, denial or interruption of any person or persons whatsoever; 
 
Also I will and devise the use and uses of all those the manors of Great Witley and Little 
Witley with th’ appurtenances in the said county of Worcester, and also of all the 
boileries and saltfats in Droitwich within the said county, and the reversion and 
reversions, remainder and remainders of the same immediately from and after the death 
of Dame Margaret, now the wife of Sir Henry Berkeley, knight, unto Thomas Russell, my 
eldest son, to have and to hold the said manors, lands, tenements, boileries and premises 
last-recited with th’ appurtenance to the said Thomas Russell and his assigns during his 
natural life; 
 
In witness whereof to this my present testament and last will I, the said John Russell, my 
hand and seal have set to, given the day and year first above-written.  John Russell.  
Sealed and delivered in the presence of those whose names ensue: William Lygon, Owen 
Lloyd his mark, by me John Greene, Henry Boyle, Francis Bartlet, William Bartlett.  
Recognitum coram me Laurence Hussey vno magistroru{m} Cancillarie d{i}c{t}e 
d{omi}ne n{ost}re Regine suprascripto vigesimo quarto Aprilis Anno Regni sui 
suprad{i}c{t}i. 
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This codicil indented made the thirteenth day of December in the thirtieth year [=13 
December 1587] of the reign of our Sovereign Lady the Queen’s Majesty annexed to this 
my said will above-written subscribed with my hand and whereunto my seal is annexed, 
I, Sir John Russell, now knight, do declare, ordain and appoint to be parcel of my said 
last will and testament as ensueth: 
 
Inprimis, whereas I named and appointed Jasper Cholmeley to be one of my executors, 
and willed to him one hundred marks for his pains therein to be taken, who sithence the 
date and writing thereof is deceased, I do now in his place by these presents name and 
ordain my good cousin, Sir William Russell, knight, to be the executor with the above-
named Edmund Colles, esquire, of this my said will and testament, and for his pains 
therein by him to be taken I will and devise to him the sum of one hundred marks; 
 
And whereas I before in my will have devised to Richard Cholmeley the sum of forty 
pounds, I do by these presents revoke the said legacy for that I have sithence bestowed on 
him a thing of better value and benefit; 
 
And whereas by the laws of this realm if God shall take me out of this life and that my 
son and heir shall be then within the age of one and twenty years there may happen and 
grow to the Queen’s Majesty, her heirs or successors, wardship, for that some of my 
lands may prove to be holden by knight’s service in capite and so wardship belong to her 
Majesty, my will and mind thereof is that the Queen’s Majesty, her heirs or successors, 
being answered a full third part of so much of my said lands & tenements as shall belong 
to her Majesty by the laws of this realm for wardship, that thother two parts or residue of 
my said lands and tenements and the rents, issues and profits of the same shall be to my 
executors during the minority of my son and heir, and by them shall be received, 
perceived and taken and converted for and towards the performance of this my last will 
and testament, and what overplus or residue of the same shall remain and be, I will, 
devise and appoint the same overplus to my said son and heir to be paid and answered to 
him by my said executors or the survivor of them within reasonable time after he shall 
accomplish his full age of one and twenty years; 
 
And my will and mind and intent is that my executors or either of them shall not deal or 
meddle with the selling or cutting down of any of my woods or underwoods but only to 
receive the rents or yearly profits of my lands, tenements, woods and underwoods and 
convert and employ the same according to the true meaning of this my last will and 
testament; 
 
Item, my will is that all my servants unto whom I do owe any wages unto, that my 
executors do pay them the said wages within one month after my decease; 
 
Item, I give unto Samuel Butler, my servant, my black gelding, to be delivered him by 
my executors within one month as aforesaid; 
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Item, I give unto John Coddington, my chamberlain, twenty pounds, and to my servant, 
John Pratt, ten pounds, to be delivered them by my executors within one month after my 
decease; 
 
 
Memorandum: That the above-named Sir John Russell, knight, did confirm both the will 
and the codicil hereunto annexed, and did set his seal and subscribed to the same the 
eighteenth day of September in the five and thirtieth year [=18 September 1592] of the 
Queen’s Majesty’s reign that now is to be [+his] last will and testament in the presence of 
us: Henry Bust(?), Samuel Butler, John Surlie’s mark, Edward Knight, Richard Butler 
senior, Nicholas Helifex, John Pratt, John Russell, witnesses to this schedule: Thomas 
Hanford, Hie(?) Maddocke, Lawrence Smith, signum Ed{wa}r{d}i Griffyn. 
 
 
 
Probatum fuit Testamentum suprascriptum vnacum Codicillo Apud London coram 
venerabili viro m{agist}ro Iohanne Gibson legum doctore Curie prerogative 
Cant{uariensis} m{agist}ro custode sive Comissario L{egi}time Constituto vltimo die 
mensis Iulij Anno d{omi}ni mill{es}imo quingentesimo nonagesimo Octavo Iuramento 
Rich{ard}i Stubbs notarij publici procuratoris d{omi}ni Will{el}mi Russell millitis et 
Edmundi Coles Ar{migeri} ex{ecuto}rum in h{uius}mo{d}i Testamento 
no{m}i{n}at{orum} Quibus com{m}issa fuit administrac{i}o etc De bene et fidelit{e}r 
administrand{o} etc Iurat{orum} 
 
[=The above-written testament was proved, together with the codicil, at London before 
the worshipful Master John Gibson, Doctor of the Laws, lawfully constituted Master, 
Keeper or Commissary of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, on the last day of the 
month of July in the year of the Lord the thousand five hundred ninety-eighth by the oath 
of Richard Stubbs, notary public, proctor of Sir William Russell, knight, and Edmund 
Colles, esquire, executors named in the same testament, to whom administration was 
granted etc., sworn to well and faithfully administer etc.] 


