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SUMMARY: The document below is the Prerogative Court of Canterbury copy of the 
will, dated 3 February 1581 and proved 14 March 1581, of Oxford’s first cousin John 
Darcy (d. 5 March 1581), 2nd Baron Darcy of Chiche.  Lord Darcy and Sir William 
Waldegrave jointly entered into guarantees amounting to £5000 for Oxford’s debt to the 
Court of Wards (see TNA C 2/Eliz/T6/48).  For a letter in which Oxford mentions that he 
was ‘always beholding’ to the testator ‘for his assured and kind disposition unto me’, see 
BL Lansdowne 38/62, ff. 158-9. 
 
For the testator’s granddaughter, Elizabeth Darcy Savage, see the will of Jane Cordell 
Alington (d.1603?), TNA PROB 11/103/18, and the ODNB entry: 
 
Savage [née Darcy], Elizabeth, suo jure Countess Rivers (1581–1651), courtier and 
victim of popular violence, was the daughter of Thomas Darcy, third Baron Darcy of 
Chiche (d. 1640), later created Viscount Colchester (1621) and Earl Rivers (1626), and 
his wife, Mary Kitson (d. 1644), daughter of Sir Thomas Kitson of Hengrave, Suffolk. On 
14 May 1602 she married Thomas Savage (c.1586–1635), with whom she had a large 
family of eleven sons and eight daughters. Savage was the eldest surviving son of Sir 
John Savage of Cheshire and his wife, Mary Allington, daughter and coheir to Sir 
Richard Allington, from which family he inherited the manor of Melford Hall, Suffolk. 
Savage inherited his father's baronetcy in 1615; in November 1626 he was created 
Viscount Savage. At his death, on 20 November 1635, Elizabeth inherited Melford Hall, 
which together with St Osyth Priory in Essex formed her principal residences. Her father 
died in February 1640 and was succeeded by her eldest son, John Savage, as Earl 
Rivers; fourteen months later, on 21 April 1641, she herself was created Countess Rivers 
suo jure, for life. 
 
 
FAMILY BACKGROUND 
 
For earlier generations of the Darcy family, see the will of the testator’s great-great-
grandmother, Elizabeth (nee Tyrrell) Darcy Haute, TNA PROB 11/15/363, and the will 
of the testator’s grandfather, Sir Henry Wentworth (c.1448 - August 1499) of Nettlestead, 
Suffolk, TNA PROB 11/12/265. 
 
The testator’s father, Thomas Darcy (1506-1558), 1st Baron Darcy, was a ward of Sir 
John Raynsford (born c.1461, d.1521?), whose daughter, Audrey Raynsford, he married 
as his first wife.  For the will of Sir John Raynsford, dated 12 September 1521 and 
proved 1 February 1522, see TNA PROB 11/20/79. 
 
The testator was the son of Thomas Darcy, 1st Baron Darcy of Chiche, and his second 
wife, Elizabeth de Vere (d. 26 December 1565), sister of John de Vere (1516-1562), 16th 
Earl of Oxford. 
 
The testator had two younger brothers who predeceased him, Robert Darcy (died c.1568) 
and Aubrey Darcy, and two sisters, Constance Darcy, who married Edmund Pyrton (died 
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c.1609), and Thomasine Darcy, about whom nothing further is known.  See the ODNB 
entry for Thomas Darcy (1506-1558), 1st Baron Darcy of Chiche.  For the will of the 
testator’s father, see TNA PROB 11/44/115.  For the will of the testator’s mother, see 
TNA PROB 11/48/328.  For the will of the testator’s brother, Robert Darcy, see TNA 
PROB 11/51/388. 
 
 
MARRIAGE AND CHILDREN 
 
The testator married Frances Rich, one of the nine or ten daughters of Richard Rich 
(1497-1567), 1st Baron Rich, and Elizabeth Jenks (d.1558), the daughter and heir of 
William Gynkes or Jenkes, a member of the Grocers Company in London. 
 
For Frances Rich as godmother to Frances Elkyn on 1 May 1559, together with Sir 
William More of Loseley as godfather, see Bannerman, W. Bruce, ed., The Registers of 
St. Mary le Bowe, Cheapside, All Hallows, Honey Lane, and of St. Pancras, Soper Lane, 
London; Part I: Baptisms and Burials, (London: Harleian Society, 1914), Vol. XLIV, p. 
133 at: 
 
https://archive.org/details/registersofstmar44stma/page/132 
 
For Richard Rich, see the ODNB article and the History of Parliament entry at: 
 
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1509-1558/member/rich-richard-
149697-1567 
 
For the family of the testator’s wife, see also Benton, Philip, The History of Rochford 
Hundred, (Rochford: A Harrington, 1888), Vol. II, p. 817 at: 
 
http://books.google.ca/books?id=ioYuAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA817 
 
See also: 
 
http://www.tudorwomen.com/?page_id=689 
 
ELIZABETH JENKS OR GYNKES (1510-December 16, 1558) 
Elizabeth Jenks was the daughter of William Jenks (1484-1571), a wealthy London spice 
merchant, and Elizabeth Adams. In 1535, she married Richard Rich (1496-June 
12,1567), an ambitious young lawyer who later became baron Rich. She bore him five 
sons and ten daughters, including Robert, 2nd baron Rich (1537-February 27,1581), Sir 
Hugh (d.1554), Elizabeth, Winifred (d.1578), Ethelreda or Audrey, Frances, Mary, 
Dorothy, Agnes, (probably) Nicholas (1550-1600), Edward, and Richard. Portraits: a 
sketch by Holbein at Windsor; portrait after Holbein in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
New York. 
 
In the will below the testator mentions three sons and one daughter: 
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* Thomas Darcy, 3rd Baron Darcy of Chiche, who in 1583 married Mary Kitson 
(1565/6–1644), the daughter of Sir Thomas Kitson (1540-1603) of Hengrave, Suffolk, 
and Elizabeth Cornwallis (1546/7–1628), the eldest daughter of Sir Thomas Cornwallis 
(1518/19–1604) of Brome, by whom he had a son and four daughters, of whom the son 
and two daughters predeceased their parents.  For the will of Sir Thomas Cornwallis of 
Brome, see TNA PROB 11/105/106. 
 
* John Darcy. 
 
* Robert Darcy. 
 
* Elizabeth Darcy (d.1617), who in 1582 married, as his second wife, John Lumley 
(c.1533 – 11 April 1609), 1st Baron Lumley.  For the will of the testator’s daughter, Lady 
Lumley, proved 8 February 1617, see TNA PROB 11/129/144. 
 
The testator also mentions his brother-in-law, Edmund Pyrton, and his niece, Elizabeth 
Pyrton.   
 
For the testator see also Cokayne, George Edward, The Complete Peerage, (London: St 
Catherine Press, 1916), Vol. IV, pp. 78-9, and Boothman, Lyn and Richard Hyde Parker, 
eds., Savage Fortune: An Aristocratic Family in the Early Seventeenth Century, 
(Woodbridge, Suffolk: The Boydell Press, 2006), pp. xvii-xviii at: 
 
http://books.google.ca/books?id=OaGoCbv-vDAC&pg=PR11 
 
 
 
RM: T{estamentum} D{omi}ni Ioh{an}nis Darcye militis 
 
In the name of God, Amen.  The third day of February in the three and twentieth year of 
the reign of our Sovereign Lady Elizabeth by the grace of God of England, France and 
Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith, etc., I, Sir John Darcy, knight, Lord Darcy of 
Chiche, weak in body but of good and perfect memory (thanks be unto Almighty God), 
do make and ordain this my last will and testament in manner and form following: 
 
First, I bequeath my soul to Almighty God, my Maker, and to Jesus Christ, his only son, 
my Redeemer, by whom and by the merits of whose blessed passion is only my full trust 
and confidence to have remission of all my sins, and my body to be buried at Chiche, 
alias Saint Osyth, by my father in such decent, honourable, comely and convenient sort as 
is meet for my calling, and I will that mine executor hereafter named shall erect and make 
at the place of my burial within two years next after my decease two decent and 
convenient tombs, as well for Thomas, Lord Darcy, my father, and the Lady Elizabeth, 
my mother, deceased, as also for myself and the Lady Frances, my late wife, deceased, 
meet for our estates and degrees; 
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And whereas my son and heir apparent, Thomas Darcy, esquire, at my special request 
and desire hath entered into one recognizance in the nature of a statute staple in the sum 
of ten thousand pounds to my trusty and well-beloved friends Edmund Pyrton, esquire, 
my brother-in-law, and Francis Harvey, esquire, with a defeasance thereof made bearing 
the day of the date of these presents for the true performance of this my last will and 
testament, in consideration thereof, and for the better performance of this my last will and 
testament, I do give & bequeath unto the said Thomas Darcy my son, as well all the 
goods, chattels, rights and commodities whatsoever which are(?) or which do any ways 
belong or appertain unto me, as also all my lands, tenements, hereditaments, rents, 
services, profits and commodities with all and singular their appurtenances which I have 
within the realm of England, to have and to hold the same and every part and parcel 
thereof unto the said Thomas, my son, his heirs and assigns forever in such manner and 
form and by such estate as I myself now have, hold and enjoy the same; 
 
And my will and meaning is that my said son, Thomas Darcy, in consideration that I have 
left all and singular the premises unto him, shall, after my body be interred as is 
aforesaid, pay or cause to be paid all and singular such debts as by law or conscience I do 
owe unto any person or persons within such convenient time as the same may be done, 
and at the furthest within four years after my decease; 
 
And I give and bequeath unto my daughter, Elizabeth Darcy, to her preferment in 
marriage the sum of two thousand pounds of lawful English money to be paid unto her at 
the age of twenty-three years or at the day of her marriage, which of them shall first 
happen, or within two years next after every of the same days of marriage or age of 23 
years which shall first happen, and my trust and confidence is in her that as I have 
bestowed an honourable portion of her, so in the bestowing of herself in marriage she will 
be advised and ruled by her brother, Thomas Darcy, and other our good, wise and 
discreet friends; 
 
And further my will and mind is that until such time as my said daughter Elizabeth shall 
have received her portion aforesaid, that for the better maintenance and finding of her 
meat, drink and apparel according to her degree she shall have and receive yearly by the 
hands of mine executor or his assigns the sum of one hundred pounds of lawful English 
money to be paid unto her at the two usual terms in the year, that is to say, at the feasts of 
th’ Annunciation of Our Lady, Saint Mary the Virgin, and Saint Michael th’ Archangel 
by even portions, and the first payment to begin at such of the said feasts which shall first 
happen next after my decease; 
 
Also my will and mind is that my youngest son, Robert Darcy, shall be kept and brought 
up in learning at Cambridge or elsewhere until he shall accomplish th’ age of twenty-one 
years (if he do not before marry) as it shall be thought most meetest by the discretion of 
mine executor, and I will and bequeath towards the bringing up of him in learning yearly 
during his minority as aforesaid thirty pounds; 
 
Item, I will and bequeath to either of my two younger sons, that is to say, John Darcy and 
Robert Darcy, two hundred pounds apiece to be paid unto them at their several ages of 
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twenty-one years or at their several marriages first happening, and if it shall happen either 
of them to die before their said several ages of 21 years unmarried, that then the survivor 
of them to have his brother’s part to be paid to him as his own part should be paid, and if 
they both shall fortune to die before their several ages or marriages, that then the said 
several sums to them bequeathed shall remain in mine executor’s hands to the 
performance of this my last will and testament; 
 
Also I will and bequeath unto the said John Darcy, my second son, one annuity or yearly 
rent of threescore pounds to be issuing and going out of my manor of Southminster alias 
Sudmyster within the county of Essex, to have and perceive the said annuity or yearly 
rent of threescore pounds to the said John Darcy and his assigns during the natural life of 
the said John Darcy, my son, and immediately after the death of the said John Darcy, my 
son, then I will the liferent of threescore pounds shall remain and be to such woman as it 
shall fortune the said John Darcy, my son, lawfully to take to wife and have at the time of 
the death of the said John Darcy during the natural life of the same woman, the said 
annuity or yearly rent of threescore pounds to begin immediately after my decease, and to 
be paid at my chief house or mansion-place of Chiche alias Saint Osyth aforesaid at two 
feasts or days in the year, that is, to wit, at the feast of Saint Michael th’ Archangel and 
th’ Annunciation of Our Lady, or which of them that shall first happen after my decease, 
by even portions; 
 
And if it shall happen the said annuity or yearly rent of threescore pounds or any part 
thereof to be behind and unpaid at any of the said feasts in which the same ought to be 
paid, that then it shall be lawful to and for the said John Darcy and his assigns, and 
likewise after his decease for the said woman whom the said John Darcy shall happen to 
take to wife and have at the time of the death of the said John Darcy and his assigns, and 
likewise after his decease to enter into the said last-recited manor of Southminster alias 
Sudmyster and there to distrain, and the distresses there so found to lead, drive, chase and 
carry away, and to and with him, her or them to retain and withhold until such time as the 
said yearly rent and every parcel thereof then so being behind unpaid, together with all 
th’ arrearages thereof, be fully satisfied & paid; 
 
And if it shall happen the said yearly rent of threescore pounds to be behind and unpaid 
by the space of eight weeks next after any of the said feasts in which the same ought to be 
paid, being lawfully demanded at the place last before-mentioned, that then and so often 
it shall be lawful to and for the said John Darcy and his assigns and the said woman and 
her assigns not only to enter and distrain in all or any part or parcel of the manor of 
Southminster for the said annuity or yearly rent of threescore pounds and th’ arrearages 
of the same and every parcel thereof as is aforesaid (if any shall happen to be behind and 
unpaid), but also for five pounds (nomine poene) over and besides th’ annuity or rent of 
threescore pounds; 
 
Item, I will and bequeath unto the said Robert Darcy, my third and youngest son, one 
annuity or yearly rent of fifty pounds to be issuing and going out of my manor of 
Southminster alias Sudmyster aforesaid, to have and perceive the said annuity or yearly 
rent of fifty pounds to the said Robert Darcy and his assigns during the natural life of the 
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said Robert Darcy, my son, and immediately after the death of the said Robert Darcy, my 
son, then I will that the like rent shall remain and be to such woman as it shall happen the 
said Robert Darcy, my son, lawfully to take to wife and have at the day of the death of 
the said Robert Darcy during the natural life of the said woman, the said annuity or yearly 
rent of fifty pounds to begin when the said Robert Darcy shall accomplish the full age of 
twenty and one years or at the day of his marriage (which of them shall first happen), and 
to be paid at the place and feasts last before-mentioned in manner and form as the said 
other annuity of threescore pounds is before limited and appointed to be paid to John 
Darcy, my son; 
 
And if it shall happen the said annuity or yearly rent of fifty pounds or any part thereof to 
be behind unpaid at any of the said feasts in which it ought to be paid, that then it shall 
and may be lawful to and for the said Robert Darcy and his assigns, and the said woman 
whom the said Robert Darcy shall happen to take to wife to [sic for ‘and’?] have at the 
time of the death of the said Robert Darcy and his assigns, to enter into the said manor of 
Southminster and there to distrain, and the distresses there so found to lead, drive, chase 
and carry away, and to and with him, her or them to retain and withhold until such time 
as the said yearly rent of fifty pounds and every parcel thereof then so being unpaid with 
all th’ arrearages thereof be fully satisfied and paid; 
 
And if it shall happen the said annuity or yearly rent of fifty pounds to be behind and 
unpaid by the space of eight weeks next after any of the said feasts in which the same 
ought to be paid, being lawfully demanded at the place last before-mentioned, that then 
and so often it shall be lawful to and for the said Robert Darcy and his assigns, and the 
said woman and her assigns, not only to enter and distrain in all and every parcel of the 
said manor of Southminster for th’ annuity or yearly rent of fifty pounds and th’ 
arrearages of the same and of every parcel thereof as is aforesaid (if any shall happen to 
be behind and unpaid), but also for five pounds (nomine poene) over and besides the 
annuity or yearly rent of fifty pounds; 
 
Provided always that if it shall happen either of my afore-named two younger sons, viz., 
John and Robert Darcy, to die before marriage, then I will and my full mind is that the 
survivor of them two shall, during the natural life of himself and the woman that he shall 
then have or after take to wife, have, hold and enjoy the like yearly rent as is before given 
to his brother as a part and legacy during the natural life and lives of him, my son so 
surviving his brother, and of the woman that he shall then have or after take to wife, with 
the like authority to himself or her whom he shall have or take to wife and their assigns 
that his brother had or might have had to distrain for the same in every point and 
condition as if he had still lived; 
 
Also I will and bequeath unto every of my servants that shall be in wages or stipend with 
me at the day of my death one year’s wages or stipend over and above the wages and 
stipend that shall be then due unto them & unpaid; 
 
Also I will and bequeath unto William Cook, my servant, for his true and faithful service 
to me heretofore done, one annuity or yearly rent of three pounds of good and lawful 
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current money of England to be issuing & going out of my manor of Southminster 
aforesaid, to have, hold, perceive and enjoy the said annuity or yearly rent of three 
pounds unto the said William Cook and his assigns during the natural life of the said 
William Cook with sufficient authority to distrain for the same within the said manor of 
Southminster upon the non-payment thereof; 
 
And further I will and bequeath unto Elizabeth Pyrton, my sister’s daughter, one hundred 
pounds to be paid unto her by mine executor at the day of her marriage (if she shall live 
so long) or within as short time after her marriage as it may be levied; 
 
And for the better advancement and increase of the living of the said John Darcy, my 
second son, I will and my mind is that Thomas Darcy, my son and heir apparent, 
appointed the sole executor of this my last will and testament, shall within three months 
next after my decease make or cause to be made unto the aforenamed John Darcy, my 
second son, one indenture of lease whereby he shall demise in reversion unto the said 
John Darcy, his executors and assigns, all that my farm or wick in Southminster aforesaid 
call Mumsale, with all the lands, pastures and marshes to the same belonging, viz., from 
the feast of Saint Michael th’ Archangel which shall be in the year of our Lord God one 
thousand five hundred fourscore and thirteen unto the full end & term of twenty and one 
years from thence next and immediately following and fully to be compete and ended, 
yielding and paying therefore yearly to mine heirs the ancient and old accustomed rent 
that is now yielded and paid for the same, with like exceptions, reservations and 
covenants as are in the lease now in being granted to (blank) Brocke and (blank) Collins, 
with further yielding, rendering and delivering yearly for and in the name of provision 
unto the said Thomas Darcy, my son, and his heirs during the continuance of the said 
lease in reversion to be granted for one and twenty years, twenty wethers, one boar, and 
four firkins of butter, for the which he, the said John Darcy, my son, or his assigns is to 
have such several allowances yearly as the residue of my farmers of my other lands have 
and are allowed for the like; 
 
Item, I do ordain, make, institute and appoint the aforesaid Thomas Darcy, my son and 
heir apparent, my sole executor of this my last will and testament, requiring him duly and 
truly to execute this my last will and testament in every point and condition according to 
the special trust and confidence I have in him reposed; 
 
And whereas I have by way of communication agreed, bargained and concluded with 
Henry Wyndham, esquire, for the demise of the site of all that my manor and demesnes 
of Elmswell for and upon certain considerations, as in and by certain indentures of 
covenants yet remaining unsealed more plainly may appear, and have further granted 
unto him, the said Henry Wyndham, (for the considerations aforesaid expressed in the 
said indenture) the keeping of the great park in Saint Osyth in such sort as one John 
Barners [=Berners], gentleman, my servant, late held the same, and have also granted 
unto him, the said Henry Wyndham, in reversion a lease to be made of fifty and three 
acres in Norton in the county of Suffolk for so many years as shall upon the 
determination of the lease of the fifty and three acres now in being be then to come and 
unexpired in the lease of Elmswell Hall for the like rent and the like provision that is now 
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already paid for the said fifty and three acres, and whereas also I have agreed and 
bargained and concluded with John Brocke, gentleman, by way of consent and articles of 
agreement set down and signed, and indentures thereof drawn but not yet sealed, for the 
devise and grant of a lease in reversion to him to be made of Walton Hall for and in 
consideration of the sum of four hundred and six pounds thirteen shillings and four pence 
(in name of a fine, whereof I have already received one hundred and six pounds thirteen 
shillings and four pence, and the other three hundred pounds to be by him paid at such 
days and times as we are agreed upon and are set down in the said articles of agreement 
signed), my full mind and will is that Thomas Darcy, my son and heir apparent appointed 
executor of this my testament and last will, shall well and truly within convenient time 
after my decease perform, fulfil, accomplish and seal and deliver the said several before-
recited leases and grants to the several parties before-named according to my former 
agreements, will, mind and intent; 
 
And finally my will and mind is that after my said son, Thomas Darcy, whom I have 
named th’ executor of this my last will and testament, shall either have performed this my 
last will and testament or else shall have taken such order or made such assurance for the 
performance thereof as shall be thought good and sufficient by the foresaid Edmund 
Pyrton and Francis Harvey, esquires, to whom the said bond is made and acknowledged, 
and also by my trusty and well-beloved friends William Ayloffe, one of her Majesty’s 
Justices of the Queen’s Bench, William Drury and Robert Forth, two of the Masters of 
her Majesty’s Court of Chancery, and Thomas Darcy of Tolleshunt Darcy in the county 
of Essex, esquire, or to the more part of them, that then the said recognizance or statute 
wherein he standeth bound as aforesaid to be cancelled and made void; 
 
In witness this to be my last will and testament I have hereunto subscribed my name the 
day and year first above-written.  Witnesses hereunto: Thomas Cannock, Nicholas Hills, 
and others.  (John Darcy) 
 
 
 
Probatum fuit suprascriptum testamentum apud London Coram venerabili viro 
mag{ist}ro Will{el}mo Drurye Legum doctore curie prerogatiue Cantuarien{sis} 
commissario etc Decimo quarto die mensis martij Anno Domini mill{es}imo 
quingentesimo octogesimo Iuramento Edwardi Barker notarij publici procuratoris Domini 
Thome Darcye milit{is} Domini Darcye filij et executoris etc Cui commissa fuit 
administracio bonor{um} etc de bene &c Iurat{i} 
 
[=The above-written testament was proved at London before the worshipful Master 
William Drury, Doctor of the Laws, Commissary of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury 
etc., on the fourteenth day of the month of March in the year of the Lord the thousand 
five hundred eightieth by the oath of Edward Barker, notary public, proctor of Sir 
Thomas Darcy, knight, Lord Darcy, son and executor etc., to whom administration was 
granted of the goods etc., to well etc.  Sworn.] 


