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SUMMARY: The document below is the will, dated 20 March 1576 and proved 12
February 1577, of Oxford’s uncle, Henry Golding.
The testator was steward of the household to John de Vere (1516 – 3 August 1562), 16th
Earl of Oxford, witnessed the indenture for the 17th Earl of Oxford’s marriage drawn up
by the 16th Earl on 1 July 1562, and was named as an executor of the 16th Earl’s will of
28 July 1562.
For a lawsuit mentioning the testator as one of the officers of the 16th Earl, see TNA C
3/5/26 (bill and answer) and TNA C 3/1/115 (replication).
FAMILY BACKGROUND
The testator was the son of John Golding by his second wife, Ursula Marston, and was
thus the half brother of Oxford’s mother, Margery Golding (d.1568). See Metcalfe,
Walter C., ed., The Visitations of Essex, Part I, (London, Harleian Society1878), Vol.
XIII, pp. 8-9 at:
https://archive.org/stream/visitationsofess13byumetc#page/8/mode/2up
Henry Golding 3 son to John by his 2 wyef weded Ales doughter of Clovyle of Hanyfelde
in the counte of Essex esquyer
The testator was the brother of the translator, Arthur Golding (1535/6–1606), for whom
see the ODNB entry. For the testator’s other siblings, see the will of the testator’s father,
John Golding, TNA PROB 11/32/177. See also the will, TNA PROB 11/87/292, of
Elizabeth (nee Roydon) Golding (c.1523 – 19 August 1595), wife of the testator’s
brother, Sir Thomas Golding (d.1571).
MARRIAGE
The testator married Alice Cloville, widow of Edward Tyrrell (d. 16 June 1541) the eldest
son and heir of John Tyrrell (d. 25 October 1494) of Beeches (for whose will see TNA
PROB 11/10/311), by whom she had no issue. For further details of Alice Cloville’s first
marriage, see her will, dated 26 May 1585 and proved 4 April 1587, TNA PROB
11/70/187.
After Edward Tyrrell’s death, Alice Cloville married secondly George Forster (d.1556),
the son of Robert Forster (d.1545) of Little Birch, Essex (for his will, see TNA PROB
11/39/125), by whom she had two daughters:
-Joan Forster, who married firstly Henry Peryent, by whom she had a son, Thomas
Peryent (d.1612), esquire, and a daughter, Mary Peryent (buried 19 April 1631), who
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married Sir Edward Burton of Eastbourne, Sussex. Joan Forster married secondly Robert
Spring (d.1593?), esquire, of Icklingham, Suffolk, by whom she had a son, William
Spring. For a detailed discussion of Joan Forster’s two marriages and children, see the
will of her grandfather, Robert Forster (d.1545), TNA PROB 11/39/125. See also the
will of Robert Spring, dated 26 November 1592 and proved 7 May 1593, see TNA PROB
11/81/337.
Joan Forster Peryent Spring is not mentioned in the will below, and it appears likely she
had died by 20 March 1576.
-Mary Forster, who married Robert Waldegrave, by whom, according to the testator’s
will below, she had a daughter, Elizabeth Waldegrave. The marriage is mentioned in the
will, dated 14 September 1559, of Robert Waldegrave’s brother, Sir Edward Waldegrave
(1517-1561) of Borley (see TNA PROB 11/44/318), a Privy Councillor under Queen
Mary who died a prisoner in the Tower under Queen Elizabeth for his Catholic beliefs:
And whereas I have to my charges provided and bought a marriage for my brother,
Robert Waldegrave, that is to say, one of the daughters and heirs of George Forster,
esquire, deceased, by whom he shall have some inheritance for term of his life if he have
issue by her, the which as yet he hath not, and for want thereof, or of other assurance to
him to be made by her of her said inheritance, he should by her death be nothing
advanced, therefore my mind and will is that if it shall fortune my said brother’s wife to
die, living my brother, without issue by him, or having not of her lands, tenements or
hereditaments to the yearly value of £20 assured to him for term of his life, then I will
and give unto him one annuity or yearly rent of £4 by year out of my manor of Chewton
in the county of Somerset . . . .
According to The Calendar of Patent Rolls, 1558-60, p. 360, Mary (Forster) Waldegrave
and her sister, Joan (Forster) Peryent, were wards of the Crown who were licensed to
enter upon their lands on 2 December 1559, by which time both were already married:
The like [+licence] for Robert Walgrave and Mary his wife and Henry Peryent and Joan
his wife, as in right of the said Mary and Joan, daughters and co-heirs of George
Forster; issues from the time when Mary and attained their full age. By bill of the Court
of Wards.
After the death of George Forster, Alive Cloville Tyrrell Forster married, as her third
husband, the testator, Henry Golding.
OTHER PERSONS MENTIONED IN THE WILL
The testator leaves a bequest to his nephew, Thomas Beeke, son of his sister, Mary
Golding, and Anthony Beeke of Reading:
I give unto my nephew, Thomas Beeke, twenty pounds.
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William Ayloffe (d.1584), referred to by the testator as ‘my cousin Ayloffe’, was the son
of William Ayloffe (d.1569), third husband of Margaret (nee Forster) Ayloffe (d.1587),
the sister of George Forster (d.1556), second husband of the testator’s wife.
Nicholas Mynne, referred to in the foregoing provisions and also one of the witnesses to
the will below, was at one time in Oxford’s service, and is said to have been a ‘near
kinsman’ of the testator (see Golding, Louis Thorn, An Elizabethan Puritan, (New York:
R.R. Smith, 1937), p. 78).
Another of the witnesses to the will, John Mynors, may be the same John Mynors who
was appointed to Oxford’s council on 17 September 1580 (see ERO D/DRg2/27).
TESTATOR’S LANDS
At the time of the making of his will in 1576, the testator held a lease of the 17th Earl of
Oxford’s manor of Castle Campes, which he bequeathed to his brother, George Golding
(d.1584), whom he also named as his sole executor. However the probatum clause
indicates that on 12 February 1577 George Golding renounced administration, which was
then entrusted to the testator’s brother, Arthur Golding (1535/6–1606), despite
misgivings expressed by the testator in the will about possible friction between Arthur
Golding and the testator’s wife, Alice (nee Cloville) Tyrrell Forster Golding, misgivings
which later proved to be well founded.
Moreover certain clauses in the will charged the testator’s executor with responsibility for
matters involving Mary (nee Forster) Waldegrave, the daughter of the testator’s wife by
her earlier marriage to George Forster:
Item, whereas there is owing unto Mary Waldegrave by Nicholas Mynne four hundred
pounds, and by myself one hundred threescore pounds, I will that my executors do pay
the same unto my well-beloved wife and my cousin, William Ayloffe, to th’ use of the said
Mary Waldegrave, and also that till she be paid the same she be allowed ten pounds of
every hundred towards her living.
Item, whereas Robert Waldegrave standeth bound unto me in one pair of indentures for
the performance of certain covenants touching the said Mary Waldegrave, and hath
knowledged a statute of the sum of seven hundred pounds for the performance of the
covenants of the said indenture and statute to my said wife and cousin Ayloffe, praying
them wisely to forsee for the safety of the said Mary Waldegrave, charging also my
executor to be aiding and assisting to them, and to do whatsoever shall be meet for him to
do for the furtherance of that matter.
For a lawsuit in Chancery in 1590 involving the testator’s lease of Castle Camps, see
TNA C 2/Eliz/M5/14.
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LM: T{estamentum} Henrici Goldinge
In the name of God, Amen. I, Henry Golding of Little Birch in the county of Essex,
esquire, being whole of body and perfect memory, thanks be unto God, this 20th day of
March one thousand five hundred seventy-five, and in the eighteenth year of the reign of
our Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth, do ordain and make this my last will and testament
in manner and form following, renouncing all manner wills, pamphlets and writings
touching the same:
Inprimis, I commend my soul unto Almighty God, my Creator, and to Jesus Christ, my
Redeemer, and by whose death and passion once suffered for me and all mankind upon
the Cross I hope to rise again with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and to the Holy Ghost, my
Comforter, whom I beseech to direct, sanctify and govern me in all my doings and
proceedings in this transitory life;
My body I commit to the earth to be buried in such parish church as it shall happen me to
depart this present life;
Item, I give to the poor of the said parish where I shall be buried twenty shillings, and to
the poor of the [-poor of the] parishes of Great Birch, Little Birch and Easthorpe 40s to be
equally divided amongst them;
Item, I give unto my well-beloved wife, Alice Golding, all my household stuff, plate,
jewels and ready money within my dwelling-house in Little Birch, and also all my corn,
cattle and my other goods moveable and unmoveable within my said dwelling-house and
upon all the lands, tenements and hereditaments which I have in Little Birch in the said
county of Essex, except mine own apparel belonging to myself, upon this condition, that
the said Alice shall be contented to suffer the heirs and assigns of one John Frelove
quietly to enjoy and possess the moiety of the manor of Harsted in the county of Suffolk
which I sold to the said John Frelove and did covenant to discharge it of all jointures, and
if she shall refuse this to do, then I will this legacy before bequeathed to her to go to my
executor for the performance of my said covenant;
Item, whereas there is owing unto Mary Waldegrave by Nicholas Mynne four hundred
pounds, and by myself one hundred threescore pounds, I will that my executors do pay
the same unto my well-beloved wife and my cousin, William Ayloffe, to th’ use of the
said Mary Waldegrave, and also that till she be paid the same she be allowed ten pounds
of every hundred towards her living;
Item, whereas Robert Waldegrave standeth bound unto me in one pair of indentures for
the performance of certain covenants touching the said Mary Waldegrave, and hath
knowledged a statute of the sum of seven hundred pounds for the performance of the
covenants of the said indenture and statute to my said wife and cousin Ayloffe, praying
them wisely to forsee for the safety of the said Mary Waldegrave, charging also my
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executor to be aiding and assisting to them, and to do whatsoever shall be meet for him to
do for the furtherance of that matter;
Item, I give unto my said wife in consideration of her dower which she may claim out of
my lands during her life my manor of Little Birch and all other my lands, tenements and
hereditaments in Little Birch, Great Birch, Copford, Stanway and Layer de la Haye in
mine own occupation and in the several occupations of one Swaffelde, John Baron(?), the
widow Bridgman, Henry Clerke, Collett the miller, and one [ ] Clovell(?) or their
assigns, which said manor of Little Birch and all other the premises given to my wife
during her life I will shall remain after her decease to my brother, Arthur Golding, during
his life, and after his decease to my nephew, Henry Golding, his son, and to the heirs
males of his body lawfully to be begotten, and for default of such heirs males to the heirs
males of my said brother, Arthur, lawfully to be begotten, and for default of such issue to
my brother, [RM: George Golding, and to the heirs males of his body lawfully begotten,
and for default of such issue to my brother] William, and to the heirs males of his body
lawfully to be begotten, and for default of such issue to the right heirs of me, Henry
Golding, forever;
Item, I give unto Elizabeth Waldegrave, daughter of Mary Waldegrave, one hundred
pounds to be paid unto her as soon as it may be raised after my debts be paid;
I give unto my nephew, Thomas Beeke, twenty pounds;
I give to every of my brothers living at my death a ring worth forty shillings, and to every
my sisters and my sisters-in-law a ring worth twenty-six shillings eight pence;
Item, I give to my servants Thomas Little, Robert Beerman, Richard and Henry
Horsekeeper forty shillings apiece, and to every other servant dwelling with me at the
time of my decease twenty shillings over and besides his quarter wages;
Provided always and my very meaning is that if my brother Arthur shall by himself or
any other by his procurement and assent molest, vex or trouble my well-beloved wife in
the quiet possession and holding of such lands as I have assigned to her, then I will my
said wife and her assigns shall have, in consideration of the vexing and molestation to be
done by my said brother or any other by his assent and procurement all the manor, lands,
tenements and hereditaments to her bequeathed by the space of five years after her
decease;
Item, I will that my wife shall pay out of the premises all such rents, charge and quit-rents
as are and shall be payable out of the same;
Item, I leave to descend unto my brother, Arthur, the moiety of my manors of Easthorpe,
Great Birch, and one tenement in Great Birch which I bought lately of one Waynewright
and his wife;
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Item, I will, in consideration of payment of my debts and legacies, that my executor shall
have the profits of my lease of Campes which I hold of the right honourable the Earl of
Oxenford by the space of ten years;
The residue of the term which shall remain in my said lease, my debts and legacies being
paid, I give unto my brother, George Golding, together with all other my debts, goods
moveable and unmoveable not before bequeathed, which said brother George Golding I
make and ordain my only executor of this my last will and testament, beseeching him to
see my debts paid and this my last will and testament performed according to the trust I
repose in him, and also to be aiding and assisting unto my well-beloved wife in anything
he may pleasure her;
I will my apparel, except my hoses, which I give to my servants Robert Beerman,
Thomas Little, and Richard, to be equally divided between my brother, Arthur, and my
brother, George;
And in witness that this is my last will and testament, I have subscribed this writing with
my hand and written the same with mine own hand and set to my seal in the presence of
those whose names are here underwritten. By me, Henry Golding. Signed and sealed in
the presence of Nicholas Mynne, Thomas Aglionby, John Mynors.

Duodecimo die mensis ffebruarij Anno Domini Mill{es}imo Quingentesimo
Septuages{imo} sexto in Edibus mag{ist}ri Will{el}imi Drury legum Doctoris Curie
Prerogatiue Cantuarien{sis} Commissarij &c ac Coram eo in p{rese}ntia mei Anthonij
lawe notarij publici Comparuit p{er}sonal{ite}r Georgius Goldinge Executor in
Testamento suprascript{o} nominatus et exhibuit Testamentum predict{um} et ex certis
causis eum moven{tibus} oneri executionis dicti Testamenti expresse renunciauit ita vt
Administrac{i}o bonorum dicti defuncti vnacu{m} Testamento predicto Arthuro
Goldinge fratri naturali et l{egi}timo dicti defuncti com{m}ittatur ad Cuius petic{ionem}
D{omi}nus admisit h{uius}mo{d}i renuntiac{i}onem quatenus de Iure &c Et
com{m}isit Administrac{i}onem omnium et singulorum bonorum Iurium et Creditorum
dicti defuncti prefato Arthuro Goldinge p{er}sonal{ite}r p{resen}ti De bene et fidel{ite}r
administrand{o} eadem Ac de pleno et fideli Inventario omnium et singulorum bonorum
Iurium &c conficiend{o} Ad sancta Dei Evangelia rite Iurat{o}.
[=On the twelfth day of the month of February in the year of the Lord the thousand five
hundred seventy-sixth [=12 February 1577] in the house of Master William Drury,
Doctor of the Laws, Commissary of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury etc., and before
him in the presence of me, Anthony Lawe, notary public, appeared personally George
Golding, executor named in the above-written testament, and exhibited the foresaid
testament, and for certain causes him moving, expressly renounced the burden of the
execution of the said testament, insomuch as the administration of the goods of the said
deceased, together with the foresaid testament, is entrusted to Arthur Golding, natural and
legitimate brother of the said deceased, at whose request the Lord [+Archbishop?]
Modern spelling transcript copyright ©2007 Nina Green All Rights Reserved
http://www.oxford-shakespeare.com/

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES PROB 11/59/98
7
________________________________________________________________________
allowed the same renunciation insofar as by law etc., and entrusted the administration of
all and singular the goods, rights and credits of the said deceased to the forenamed Arthur
Golding, personally present, duly sworn on the Holy Gospels to well and faithfully
administer the same, and to make a full and true inventory of all and singular the goods,
rights etc.]
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