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SUMMARY: The document below is the Prerogative Court of Canterbury copy of the
will, dated 19 April 1568 and proved 26 October 1573, of Steven Cardinall of East
Bergholt, Suffolk.
Much of the will is concerned with lands which had come to the testator via the will of
Thomas Grythe, father of the testator’s first wife, Anne. For the will of Thomas Grythe,
see TNA PROB 11/29, ff. 21-2.
In 1563, the testator was the tenant of Oxford’s manor of East Bergholt, as indicated in
the Queen’s grant of Oxford’s lands to Leicester on 22 October 1563: ‘The demesnes of
the said manor of East Bergholt now in the tenure of Steven Cardinall, by year £26 13s
4d’ (see TNA WARD 8/13, Part 25). The testator’s eldest son and heir, William
Cardinall, eventually purchased Oxford’s manor of East Bergholt, perhaps using his
steward, Thomas Walton, and Robert Derehaugh as intermediaries. On 20 December
1578, Oxford had licence to alienate the manor of ‘Seynt Johns’ alias ‘Le Commandre’
and lands in East Bergholt to Walton and Derehaugh, and on 5 May 1580 Oxford received
pardon of alienation for the sale of the advowson of Brantham with East Bergholt to
Walton and Derehaugh (see TNA C 66/1179, mm. 22-3 and TNA C 66/1194, m. 5). On 1
December 1581 Derehaugh had licence to alienate ‘the manor of East Bergholt, Suffolk,
late of the preceptory of Battisford, late parcel of the possessions of the hospital of St
John of Jerusalem, and the advowson of Brantham with the chapel of East Bergholt, to
William Cardinall and his son, William the younger’ (see TNA C 66/1218, m. 13).
William Cardinall held his first manor court in 1582 (see Copinger, W.A., The Manors of
Suffolk; Notes on their History and Devolution; The Hundreds of Samford, Stow, and
Thedwestry, vol. VI (Manchester: Taylor, 1910), p. 18). For lawsuits filed against
William Cardinall by his tenants of East Bergholt, see TNA C 2/Eliz/C22/42 and TNA C
2/Eliz/M7/54.
At some time between 1558 and 1561, Oxford’s father, the 16th Earl, made William
Cardinall receiver of the profits of his office of Lord Great Chamberlain of England, as
indicated in the 16th Earl’s inquisition post mortem (see TNA C 142/136/12):
And the foresaid jurors say that the foresaid late Earl by a certain deed of his sealed by his
seal at arms & subscribed by his own hand dated the twentieth day of November in the [ ]
year [=20 November 1558-61] of the reign of the Lady Elizabeth now Queen granted to
William Cardinall the office of receiver of all issues, profits & sums of money arising of
his office of Great Chamberlain of England and the reckoning of the same office, to have
& occupy the foresaid office by himself or his sufficient deputy for term of the life of
himself, William, and by the foresaid deed the foresaid Earl gave to the same William, so
for the exercise of the foresaid office as for the expenses of himself, William, sustained with
regard to the care of such businesses & causes which in law he might have happened to
have, a certain yearly rent of forty pounds of lawful money of England issuing of the
profits & issues of the same office, as by the said deed to the foresaid jurors upon the
taking of this present inquisition in manifest evidences more fully appears.
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Although the testator and the recipient of this grant were likely related, it does not appear
that the recipient of the grant was the testator’s son and heir, William Cardinall.
The next recorded grant of the office of receiver of the profits of the office of Lord Great
Chamberlain is that made by Oxford to his servant, Israel Amyce (1542-1603), in 1583:
And the foresaid jurors further say upon their oath that the foresaid Earl while he lived
was seised in his demesne as of fee of the office of Great Chamberlain of England and also
of divers fees, profits, issues and revenues yearly owed and paid out of the office
commonly called le Petty Bag in the court of the Lord King of his Chancery to the said
office of the said Earl of Great Chamberlain of England appertaining and belonging, and
thus being seised thereof, by his deed indented bearing date the sixth day of November in
the twenty-fourth [NOTE: ‘fifth’ written above in another hand] year [=6 November 1582
or 1583] of the reign of the said Elizabeth, late Queen of England, demised, granted and to
farm let to a certain Israel Amyce all and singular the foresaid fees, profits, issues and
revenues, to have to the same Israel, his executors and assigns, from the feast of Saint
Michael the Archangel then last past until the end and term of thirty-one years [=1614]
thereafter next following and fully to be completed and ended, yielding and paying
therefore yearly during the foresaid term to the forenamed Earl, his heirs and assigns,
forty and two pounds of lawful money of England at the feasts of the Annunciation of
Blessed Mary the Virgin and Saint Michael the Archangel or within eight weeks after any
feast of the foresaid feasts by equal portions, by virtue of which certain demise the foresaid
Israel Amyce was thereof possessed;
Various pedigrees record that Anne Amyce, the daughter of Roger Amyce (d.1573) of
Wakes Colne, was married firstly, to Thomas Allen, and secondly, to William Cardinall of
Wenham, and some of these pedigrees suggest that Anne Amyce was the testator’s
mother (see The Visitation of Essex, pp. 19, 33, 172, and The Visitation of Suffolk, pp.
121-2, available online). When Roger Amyce made his will on 4 June 1573, his daughter
Anne was the wife of ‘Thomas Allen, gentleman’ (see TNA PROB 11/56, ff. 265-6). It
seems unlikely that this Anne Amyce could have been the testator’s mother, and the
pedigrees have perhaps conflated two different members of the Amyce family. However
it is perhaps significant that the office of receiver of the profits of the office of Lord Great
Chamberlain was granted by the 16th Earl to William Cardinall and by the 17th Earl to
Israel Amyce, who were undoubtedly related in some way.

LM: Testamentum Stephani Cardinall
In the name of God, Amen. The 19th day of April in the tenth year [=19 April 1568] of
the reign of our Sovereign Lady Elizabeth by the grace of God of England, France and
Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith etc., I, Steven Cardinall of East Bergholt in the
county of Suffolk, gentleman, remembering that I must needs die and depart out of this
transitory life and know not when nor where, being willing to prepare for the same in time
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of perfect memory, do ordain and make my last will and testament in manner and form
following, that is to say:
Principally, I bequeath my soul into the hands of Almighty God, my Creator and
Redeemer, trusting through the merits of his passion to be saved, and my body I will to
be buried at the discretion of my executors;
Item, I will that my executors shall distribute after my decease amongst the poor people
of East Bergholt aforesaid twenty pounds;
Item, whereas I stand bounden to George Fisher & other in the sum of four hundred
pounds by my bond obligatory to leave unto Mary, now my wife, after my decease lands
& tenements to the clear yearly value of twenty pounds for term of her life natural in
recompense of her dower, and also to give unto William Spencer, her son, the sum of one
hundred marks if he shall live to accomplish the full age of twenty-one years, in
performance of which bond and in recompense of the dowry of the said Mary, I will and
bequeath to the said Mary all and singular my lands & tenements, as well freehold and
copyhold, set, lying and being in or near the salt valley in East Bergholt aforesaid late in
the occupying of John Fynner and Thomas Bragge, and one messuage with th’
appurtenances wherein Thomas Smith lately inhabited in East Bergholt aforesaid, with all
the lands of the backside thereof, as well free as copy, which I bought of Thomas Abbott,
and one meadow called the town meadow in East Bergholt aforesaid, late Phillip
Bretton’s, to have and to hold to her, the said Mary, for term of her natural life;
And further I will and bequeath to my said wife for her better preferment the sum of
threescore pounds of lawful money of England, and as much of my household stuff as
shall be worth forty pounds;
And in farther performance of the said bond, I will and bequeath to the said William
Spencer the sum of one hundred marks, to be paid to him at his age of twenty & one
years;
Item, I will and bequeath unto William, my son, all my lands, tenements and
hereditaments, as well free as bond, not before bequeathed to Mary, my said wife, set,
lying and being in East Bergholt aforesaid and in Lawford in the county of Essex, together
with the reversion of all the said lands and tenements, as well free as bond, before given to
my said wife, to have and to hold to the said William, my son, his heirs and assigns,
forever, upon condition that he, the said William, my son, within two months next after
my decease by sufficient bond obligatory shall become bounden to my supervisor in the
sum of one thousand marks for the true payment of all my debts and all the legacies
declared in this my last will and testament;
Item, I will and bequeath to Steven, my son, one hundred pounds, to be paid to him, the
said Steven, when he shall accomplish the age of twenty-two years;
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Item, I will and bequeath to Robert, my son, one hundred pounds, to be paid to him, the
said Robert, when he shall accomplish the age of twenty-two years;
Item, I will and bequeath to Humphrey, my son, one hundred pounds, to be paid to him,
the said Humphrey, when he shall accomplish the age of twenty-two years;
Item, I will and bequeath to Philip, my son, one hundred pounds, to be paid to him, the
said Philip, when he shall accomplish the age of twenty-two years;
Item, I will and bequeath to Anne, my daughter, one hundred pounds, to be paid to her at
her age of twenty years;
Item, I will and bequeath to Judith, my daughter, forty pounds, to be paid to her within
one year after my decease;
Item, I will and bequeath to Elizabeth, my daughter, one hundred pounds, to be paid to
her at her age of twenty years;
Item, I will & bequeath to Mary, my daughter, one hundred pounds, to be paid to her at
her age of twenty years;
Item, whereas I lately had in the right of Anne, my late wife, divers lands and tenements
sometime Thomas Grithe’s, of late bargained and sold by me unto Christopher Luse
[=Lewes?] of East Bergholt aforesaid, and divers other lands and tenements now in mine
own occupying, set, lying and being in East Bergholt aforesaid, whereof part been holden
of the manor of Old Hall in East Bergholt aforesaid, and the rest of the manor of
Tadingston [=Tattingstone?] by copy of court roll, the inheritance whereof by the custom
of the said manors doth and of right ought to belong to John, my son, as youngest son and
next heir by the custom of the said manors to the said Anne, my late wife;
In performance of which bargain, and to th’ intent that my said son, William, and his heirs
may quietly enjoy all such lands and tenements as before by this my will I have given to
the said William, I will and bequeath unto the said John all my lands, tenements and
hereditaments in Blakenham, Bramford and other towns near adjoining in the said county
of Suffolk now in the occupancy of Thomas Byall or his assigns, to have and to hold all
the said lands, tenements and hereditaments to the said John, my son, and to his heirs and
assigns forever, upon condition that he, the said John, within one year next after he shall
accomplish the age of twenty and one years, shall lawfully and perfectly, according to the
custom of the said manors, assure all and singular the said copyhold lands and tenements
which sometime were the said Thomas Grithe’s to such uses and intents as hereafter
followeth, that is to say, as much of the said lands and tenements as I lately sold to the
said Christopher Luce [=Lewes?], at the costs and charges of the said Christopher Luce,
his heirs or assigns, shall assure to the use of him, the said Christopher, his heirs and
assigns, forever, and the residue of the said lands and tenements, at the costs and charges
of the said William Cardinall, his heirs or assigns, shall assure to the use of the said
William Cardinall, his heirs and assigns, forever, discharged or saved harmless of all
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forfeitures and other encumbrances had, made, done or suffered by the said John, and also
upon condition that the said John, my son, his heirs and assigns, in the meantime shall
permit and suffer the said Christopher Luce and William Cardinall and either of them, and
the heirs and assigns of either of them, quietly and peaceably to have, hold, occupy and
enjoy the said copyhold lands and tenements in East Bergholt aforesaid;
Provided always that if it shall fortune that the said John, my son, shall depart this life
before he shall have assured the said copyhold lands and tenements in East Bergholt
aforesaid in manner and form aforesaid, then I will that such other of my said sons as shall
live to the age of twenty and two years to whom the said copyhold lands and tenements
which sometime were the said Thomas Grithe’s in East Bergholt aforesaid by the custom
of the said manor after the death of the said John shall descend and come, shall have all
my said lands and tenements before bequeathed to the said John, to have and to hold to
such my said son, his heirs and assigns, forever, upon condition that the same such other
of my sons before his said age of twenty-two years shall lawfully and perfectly,
according to the custom of the said manor, assure all and singular the said copyhold lands
and tenements in East Bergholt aforesaid, at such costs and charges as is aforesaid, to such
uses and intents as before is declared, discharged and saved harmless of all forfeitures and
other encumbrances had, made, done or suffered by such my said son, and also upon
condition that such my said son, his heirs and assigns, in the meantime shall permit and
suffer the said Christopher Lewes and William Cardinall, and either of them, and the heirs
& assigns of either of them, quietly and peaceably to have, hold, occupy and enjoy the
said copyhold lands and tenements in East Bergholt aforesaid;
And if it shall fortune any of my said sons to whom the said copyhold lands and
tenements after the death of the said John shall descend shall accomplish the said age of
twenty-two years, and shall not then have surrendered the said copyhold lands and
tenements in manner and form aforesaid, then I will that the said William, my son, shall
have the said lands and tenements before bequeathed to the said John, my son, to have
and to hold to the said William, his heirs and assigns, forever, upon condition that he shall
procure or cause such person or persons as shall have right to the said copyhold lands &
tenements by the custom of the said manor, within one year next after that the same
person or persons shall accomplish the age of twenty-one years, to make a good and
perfect assurance of the said copyhold lands and tenements now in the occupying of the
said Christopher, his heirs [+or assigns], at the costs and charges of the said Christopher,
his heirs and assigns, to the use and behoof of the said Christopher, his heirs and assigns,
forever, and also upon condition that he, the said Christopher, his heirs & assigns, shall or
may in the meantime quietly and peaceably have, hold, occupy and enjoy the said
copyhold lands and tenements without lawful eviction, vexation or interruption of any
person or persons having right to the said copyhold lands and tenements by the custom
of the said manor from the said Anne, my said late wife;
And if it shall fortune that the said William, my son, his heirs or assigns, shall not procure
or cause the said copyhold lands and tenements now in the occupying of the said
Christopher to be lawfully assured to the said Christopher, his heirs or assigns, within
one year next after that such person or persons as shall have right to the said copyhold
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lands and tenements by the custom of the said manor shall accomplish the age of twentyone years, then I will that the said Christopher shall have all my said lands and tenements
before bequeathed to the said John, my son, to have and to hold to the said Christopher,
his heirs and assigns, forever;
Provided also and nevertheless my mind and will is that if any of my said sons, Steven,
Robert and John, after that he shall accomplish the age of twenty and one years, after
reasonable and lawful request of the heirs or assigns of one Robert Smith, late of Thorpe
in the county of Essex, deceased, at the costs and charges of the heirs or assigns of the
said Robert Smith, shall refuse to make such assurance of the copyhold lands and
tenements which I late sold to the said Robert Smith in Thorpe aforesaid according to the
custom of the manor of the Soke in the said county of Essex as shall be devised by the
counsel learned of the heirs or assigns of the said Robert Smith, then I will that all such of
my said sons as so shall refuse shall lose the benefit of all legacies, bequests and gifts in
this my will, anything herein contained in any wise notwithstanding;
Provided always and my will & mind is that if Mary, my wife, will have the government
and bringing up of my three youngest children, Humphrey, Philip and Mary, then I will
that my executors shall yearly pay to Mary, my wife, for their well bringing up the sum
of twenty pounds a year till every of them accomplish their age of sixteen years, if they
all live so long, and if any of them fortune to die before the age of 16 years, that then to
rebate for every of them that shall so decease six pounds thirteen shillings four pence for
every of the said years then remaining;
The residue of all my goods and chattels, as well movables as unmovables, unbequeathed,
I commit to the discretion of my executor, whom I ordain and make William Cardinall, my
son, and I ordain and make Ralph Gruvener(?) of Ipswich, gentleman, my supervisor, and
I give and bequeath to the said Ralph for his pains the sum of five pounds;
And I utterly revoke all and every other former wills, legacies and bequests by me before
this time made, will and bequeathed. Steven Cardinall. These witnesses: Robert Wilis
[=Willis?] the elder, Adam Cardinall, Robert Wylis Iunior.

Probatum fuit huiusmodi Testamentum Coram Domino Cantuariensis Archiepiscopo
apud London xxvjto die mensis octobris Anno Domini Millesimo quingentesimo
Septuagesimo tertio Iuramento xpoferi Robinson notarij publici procuratoris Willelmi
Cardinall executoris Cui commissa erat administracio omnium et singulorum bonorum
Iurium et creditorum &c De bene &c Ad Sancta Dei Euangelia Iurati &c
[=The same testament was proved before the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury at London
on the 26th day of October in the year of the Lord the thousand five hundred seventythird by the oath of Christopher Robinson, notary public, proctor of William Cardinall,
executor, to whom administration was granted of all and singular the goods, rights and
credits etc., sworn on the Holy Gospels to well etc.]
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