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SUMMARY: The document below is the Prerogative Court of Canterbury copy of the 
will, dated 20 July 1551 and proved 25 November 1560, of Francis Hall (d. 10 June 
1552) of Grantham, Lincolnshire, Comptroller of Calais, whose son, the translator Arthur 
Hall, was a ward of Oxford’s father-in-law, Lord Burghley. 
 
 
FAMILY BACKGROUND 
 
Testator’s parents 
 
The testator was the son of Francis Hall (d.1534), a descendant of King Edward I, and 
Elizabeth Wingfield, the daughter of Sir John Wingfield (1428–1481) of Letheringham, 
Suffolk, by Elizabeth Fitz Lewes (c.1436-1500), the daughter of Sir Lewes John (d. 27 
October 1442) of West Horndon, Essex, citizen and vintner of London, by his second 
wife, Anne Montagu (d. 28 November 1457), Duchess of Exeter, daughter of John 
Montagu (c.1350–1400), 3rd Earl of Salisbury.  For the will of Elizabeth Fitz Lewes, 
dated 14 July 1497 and proved 22 December 1500, see Norfolk Record Office NCC Will 
Register CAGE 135.  See also Richardson, Douglas, Magna Carta Ancestry, 2nd ed., 
2011, Vol. II, pp. 334-6, and the detailed Wingfield pedigree at: 
 
http://www.letheringhamlodge.com/wingfield-of-wingfield-and-letheringham/. 
 
The testator’s father, Francis Hall (d.1534), alderman and burgess of Grantham, 
Lincolnshire, and Comptroller of Calais, was the son and heir of Thomas Hall (d.1504), 
esquire, of Grantham by Alice Bramswell, daughter of John Bramswell.  He was born 
before 1476 and adopted his father’s career as a Merchant of the Staple of Calais.  By 
1518 he had entered the service of his wife’s cousin, Charles Brandon (c.1484-1545), 1st 
Duke of Suffolk. 
 
Francis Hall died intestate on 14 August 1534. 
 
 
Testator’s siblings 
 
Francis Hall and Elizabeth Wingfield had six sons, Francis (the testator), Robert, John, 
Edmund, esquire, Thomas and Thomas (again), and one daughter, Alice, who married, as 
his first wife, Sir Henry Sutton of Averham, Nottinghamshire, by whom she was the 
mother of Edward Sutton, who married Olive Cooper, the daughter of William Cooper 
(d.1550) of Thurgarton.  See Richardson, Douglas, Plantagenet Ancestry, 2nd ed., 2011, 
Vol. II, pp. 196-7, 200-1.  For Edward Sutton, half brother of Lord Cobham’s sister-in-
law, Anne Sutton (d.1612), see the latter’s will, TNA PROB 11/119/37, and: 
 
Robert Thoroton, 'Averham', in Thoroton's History of Nottinghamshire: Volume 3, 
Republished With Large Additions By John Throsby, ed. John Throsby (Nottingham, 
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1796), pp. 106-113 http://www.british-history.ac.uk/thoroton-notts/vol3/pp106-113 
[accessed 21 October 2015]. 
 
The testator was one of the principal legatees in the will of his mother’s brother, Sir 
Robert Wingfield (b. in or before 1464, d. 1539), the seventh son of Sir John Wingfield 
(1428–1481) of Letheringham, Suffolk, and Elizabeth FitzLewis (d.1500).  In the will 
below the testator requests that ‘my body be buried in Saint Nicholas churchyard besides 
my uncle, Sir Robert Wingfield’.  For the will of Sir Robert Wingfield, see TNA PROB 
11/27/582. 
 
 
MARRIAGE AND ISSUE 
 
The testator married Ursula Sharington (d.1569), the sister of Sir William Sharington 
(c.1495-1553) and Sir Henry Sharington (c.1518-1581), and daughter of Thomas 
Sharington (d.1524?) and his wife, Katherine Pyrton, the daughter and heir of William 
Pyrton of Little Bentley, Essex.  See the ODNB entries for Sir William Sharington and 
Sir Henry Sharington, and the Sharington pedigree in Carthew, G.A., The Hundred of 
Launditch and Deanery of Brisley, in the County of Norfolk, Vol. I, (Norwich: Miller and 
Leavins, 1877), p. 237 at: 
 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=inFEAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA237 
 
See also the Sharington pedigree in Tymms, Samuel, ed., The East Anglian, Vol. III, 
(Lowestoft: Samuel Tymms, 1869), p. 342 at: 
 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=e9o4AQAAMAAJ&pg=PA342 
 
For Thomas Sharington, see also: 
 
Francis Blomefield, 'Mitford Hundred and Half: Thurston, or Thuxton', in An Essay 
Towards A Topographical History of the County of Norfolk: Volume 10 (London, 1809), 
pp. 252-255. British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/topographical-hist-
norfolk/vol10/pp252-255 [accessed 27 July 2019]. 
 
Thomas Sharington, Esq. left it by his will, dated October 15, 1519, and proved Jan. 12, 
1524, to William his son and his heirs, paying to his 4 brethren, Thomas, Henry, John 
and Anthony, certain legacies; and the said Thomas was buried according to his will, in 
the church of Cranworth. (fn. 5) 
 
By Ursula Sharington, the testator is said to have had three sons and three daughters: 
 
* Arthur Hall (1539-1605).  His wardship was granted to Oxford’s future father-in-law, 
William Cecil.  Hall later recalled that he was educated with William Cecil’s eldest son, 
Thomas, ‘in my Lord your father's house’.  Shortly after the testator’s death, William 
Cecil and Arthur Hall became related by marriage.  In 1555, William Cecil’s sister, 
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Elizabeth Cecil (d.1611) married Robert Wingfield (c.1532 - 31 March 1580) of Upton, 
Northamptonshire, and Shottisham, Suffolk, the son of Robert Wingfield (d. 4 February 
1575/6) and Margery Quarles, and grandson of Sir Henry Wingfield (b. about 1435, d. 
1494?) and Elizabeth Rookes.  Sir Henry Wingfield (c.1435-1494?) was the brother of 
Sir John Wingfield (1428–1481) of Letheringham, and thus the uncle of the testator’s 
mother and of Sir Robert Wingfield (b. in or before 1464, d. 1539) beside whom the 
testator requests burial in the will below.  See Richardson, Plantagenet Ancestry, supra, 
Vol. III, pp. 505-6. 
 
Arthur Hall (1539-1605) translated into English ten books of Homer's Iliad from the 
French version of Hugues Salel, a copy of which he acquired in 1556.  The work was 
published in 1581 with a dedication to his friend, Sir Thomas Cecil. 
 
For other details of Arthur Hall’s life, see the ODNB entry, and Barnett, Richard C., 
Place, Profit and Power; A Study of the Servants of William Cecil, Elizabethan 
Statesman, James Sprunt Studies in History and Political Science, Vol. 51, (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 1969), pp. 76-8 (the latter source, however, 
incorrectly identifies Elizabeth Cecil’s husband). 
 
* Henry Hall. 
 
* Robert Hall, who is said to have died without issue. 
 
* Elizabeth Hall, who married Sir Ralph Bourchier (d. 11 June 1598) of Haughton, 
Staffordshire, by whom she had two sons, William Bourchier and Sir John Bourchier, and 
four daughters: Ursula Bourchier, who married firstly Sir Richard Molyneux and 
secondly Sir Richard Trewe; Bridget Bourchier; Lucy Bourchier; and Katherine 
Bourchier, who married Richard Maleverer.  See Richardson, Douglas, Plantagenet 
Ancestry, 2nd ed., 2011, Vol. I, pp. 363-4 at: 
 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=kjme027UeagC&pg=PA364 
 
After the death of Elizabeth Hall, Sir Ralph Bourchier married secondly Christian 
Shakerley, sister of Elizabeth (nee Shakerley) Elkyn Marler Nicholas (d.1583), for whose 
will see TNA PROB 11/65/520.  Elizabeth Shakerley married, as her third husband, Sir 
Ambrose Nicholas (d.1578), Lord Mayor of London, who purchased Oxford’s mansion at 
London Stone. 
 
* Jane Hall, who married firstly Francis Neale (d. 2 November 1559), esquire, of 
Keythorpe, Leicestershire, and secondly Henry Skipwith (d. 15 August 1588), esquire, of 
Keythorpe and Tugby, Leicestershire, by whom she had four sons and nine daughters.  
See Richardson, Plantagenet Ancestry, supra, Vol. III, p. 220. 
 
* Mary Hall, who married Maurice Berkeley (d.1600) of Wymondham, Leicestershire.  
See his will, dated 20 April 1600 and proved 2 June 1600, TNA PROB 11/96/112. 
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See also the pedigree of Fitzwilliams alias Hall in Metcalfe, Walter C., ed., The Visitation 
of the County of Lincoln in 1562-4 (London: George Bell, 1881), pp. 46-7 at: 
 
https://archive.org/details/visitationofcoun00cook/page/n101  
 
It should be noted that Sir Richard Cotton (d.1556), in a letter written from Calais on 26 
July 1552 to Sir William Cecil, states that the testator had only one son and three 
daughters.  See Wright, H.G., The Life and Works of Arthur Hall of Grantham 
(Manchester: University of Manchester Press, 1919), p. 174 at: 
 
https://archive.org/stream/lifeworksofarthu00wrigiala#page/174/mode/2up 
 
After the testator’s death on 10 June 1552, his widow, Ursula, married John Bannaster 
(d.1556) of Calais and Beningbrough in Newton-upon-Oise, Yorkshire. 
 
 
 
RM: T{estamentum} ffrauncisci Hall Armig{eri} 
 
In the name of God, so be it.  I, Francis Hall, esquire, Comptroller of the King’s 
Majesty’s town and marches of Calais, being of good mind and perfect memory, do make 
and ordain this my last will and testament wherein first and above all things I do commit 
my soul to the mercy of Almighty God, whom when it shall please to take me to the same 
out of this miserable and transitory world; 
 
I ordain, give and bequeath unto Ursula, my wife, as of mere gift and gratitude over and 
above such dowers of my lands in the county of Guisnes, in Calais, Marque or elsewhere 
on this side the seas, and also in England as to her by order of law do appertain, the 
lordship of Knoke in Wiltshire to remain unto her for term of her life; 
 
Item, whereas I am not waxed rich by the service of the King’s Majesty last deceased and 
of our present Master, as all men may well know, as well for divers other considerations 
as for the baseness of the money, I do most humbly beseech the Lords of the King’s 
Majesty’s most honourable Privy Council in consideration of my service to be a means 
unto the King’s Majesty that it will please him of his most bountiful grace and goodness 
to be good and gracious Lord to my poor wife, my son and three daughters, and at the 
least that it may please his Highness to give the wardship, marriage and relief of my said 
son to my wife with the third part of all such my lands as otherwise should come to the 
King’s Majesty during the wardship and nonage of my said son; 
 
Item, I will that my said wife shall have, for the sustenance of herself and her children till 
Michaelmas next that the rent shall be due, of such money, debts and goods that I have, 
the sum of forty pounds sterling; 
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The residue of all my clear goods and debts, mine own debts paid, I will shall be divided 
in three equal parts, that is to say, one part to my wife, one to my son, and the third part 
to be equally divided to my three daughters at the days of their marriages; 
 
And the profits of all the residue of my lands not appointed to my wife, I will shall be 
gathered and received to the behalfs and profits of my foresaid son and three daughters 
during the nonage of my said son, then he, my said son, to take the whole profits of one 
third part, and thother third part to go to the marriages of my three daughters at the days 
of their marriages as is before written till their said parts shall come to two hundred 
marks apiece, provided always that if any of them do fortune to die, their parts to remain 
to them that shall live; 
 
And where Dorothy Leighton is a right honest maiden and a gentlewoman whom I do use 
to call daughter, not knowing what friends she hath, I will that she shall have at the day of 
her marriage one hundred marks out of such debts and revenues appointed to my said son 
and daughters as are before rehearsed; 
 
Item, I will and bequeath to every of my servants one whole year’s wages beforehand; 
 
Item, I will to be given to the poor and most needy the sum of five pounds sterling; 
 
And all other things I will to be ordained at the discretion of mine executors, whom I 
ordain to be my wife and my cousin, Henry Wingfield, esquire, my body to be buried in 
Saint Nicholas churchyard besides my uncle, Sir Robert Wingfield, and to be catholicly 
without pomp brought to the earth; 
 
Item, I desire my Lord Deputy to be good Lord to my servants William Worseley, 
Richard Bryane, John Bennett and William Phillips that have served me long, over and 
besides to all other my servants that hath not served me so long; 
 
In witness of the premises I have desired Mr Henry Dudley, Mr John Cooke, Mr Henry 
Hurleston, Captain Bassett, Oswolde Wylkynson and Guysnes to set hereunto their hands 
and seals forasmuch as I myself, being in the sweat, dare not set mine own hand.  Written 
at Guisnes the 20th day of July Anno d{omi}ni mill{es}imo quingentesimo 
quinquagesimo pri{m}o. 
 
 
 
Probatum fuit suprascriptum testamentu{m} coram Mag{ist}ro Waltero Haddon legum 
Doctore Curie Prerogatiue Cant{uariensis} Com{m}issario apud London vicesimo quinto 
die mensis Nouembris Anno d{omi}ni Mill{es}imo quingentesimo sexagesimo 
Iuramento Thome Well{es} procur{ato}ris Vrsule Hall executricis in h{uius}mo{d}i 
testamento no{m}i{n}ate Cui com{m}issa fuit administratio &c De bene &c Ac de pleno 
et fideli Inventar{io} Necnon de vero et plano compot{o} reddend{o} &c Iurat{e} 
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[=The above-written testament was proved before Master Walter Haddon, Doctor of the 
Laws, Commissary of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, at London on the twenty-fifth 
day of the month of November in the year of the Lord the thousand five hundred sixtieth 
by the oath of Thomas Welles, proctor of Ursula Hall, executrix named in the same 
testament, to whom administration was granted etc., sworn on the Holy Gospels to well 
etc., and to render a full and faithful inventory and also a true and plain account etc.] 


