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SUMMARY: The document below is the Prerogative Count of Canterbury copy of the 
will, dated 14 September 1555 and proved 11 November 1556, of Humphrey Pakington 
(1502-1556), grandfather of Humphrey Martyn (d.1587?), the addressee of the Langham 
Letter which describes Leicester’s entertainment of Queen Elizabeth at Kenilworth in the 
summer of 1575.  See the Langham page on this website. 
 
The testator was the father of John Pakington (1530-1578), who married Elizabeth 
Newport, the sister of Sir Richard Newport (d.1570), owner of a copy of Hall’s 
Chronicle, formerly Loan 61 in the British Library, now in the hands of a trustee, Lady 
Hesketh, containing annotations thought to have been made by Shakespeare.  See Keen, 
Alan and Roger Lubbock, The Annotator, (London: Putnam, 1954); the will of Sir 
Richard Newport, TNA PROB 11/53/456; and the Annotator page on this website. 
 
The testator was the uncle of Ellen Harding Knyvet Browne (1537-1601), whose second 
husband, Sir Thomas Browne (d. 9 February 1597), signed Lady Russell's petition against 
James Burbage's Blackfriars theatre.  For Sir Thomas Browne and Lady Russell’s 
petition, see Laoutaris, Chris, Shakespeare and the Countess: The Battle That Gave Birth 
to the Globe, (London: Fig Tree, 2014). 
 
 
FAMILY BACKGROUND 
 
For the Pakington family, see the pedigree in Phillimore, W.P.W., ed., The Visitation of 
the County of Worcester Made in the Year 1569, (London: Harleian Society, 1888), Vol. 
XXVII, p. 102 at: 
 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=ECoEAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA102 
 
See also the Pakington pedigree in Metcalfe, Walter C., ed., The Visitation of 
Buckinghamshire in 1566, (Exeter: William Pollard, 1883), p. 27 at: 
 
http://books.google.ca/books?id=VgpBAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA27 
 
See also Betham, William, The Baronetage of England, Vol. I, (Ipswich: Burrell and 
Bransby, 1801), pp. 185-9 at: 
 
http://books.google.ca/books?id=LlQOAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA185 
 
See also the pedigree of Pakington of Harvington Hall in Hussey, Christopher, 
Harvington Hall Near Kidderminster Worcestershire, (Exeter: Catholic Records Press, 
1981), p. 31. 
 
See also ‘The Pakington Family’ at: 
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http://www.dodderhillhistory.org.uk/dodderhill-parish-survey-project-people-histories-
of-local-families-pakington.php 
 
The origins of the family are not known for certain, but they probably originated in either 
the village of Packington in Leicestershire or the one in Warwickshire, although the 
name of the family was always spelt ‘Pakington’ later. But it is known that a John 
Pakington from Brailes near Shipston on Stour came to Worcestershire when he married 
Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of Thomas Washbourne of Stanford, in about 1375. A 
descendent, another John, married Margaret Bulfynch of Astley in about 1475, and this 
marked the beginning of the modern family. 
 
John and Margaret had four sons, who were all based in London. 
 
 
Testator’s parents 
 
The testator states in the will below that he was born in Stanford, Worcestershire. 
 
According to the source quoted above, the testator was the son of John Pakington and 
Margaret Bulfynch.  See also the pedigree in Hussey, supra,  and TNA C 1/58/287, a 
Chancery suit dating from 1475-1485 brought by John Pakenton and Margaret, his wife, 
against John Wyeth, gentleman, and Hugh Bulfynch, feoffees to uses, concerning lands in 
Astley, Shraley and Rok, and two bullaries in Droitwich, Worcestershire.   
 
It thus appears that the pedigree in Phillimore, supra, is in error in stating that the 
testator’s mother was Elizabeth Washbourne, the daughter and heiress of Thomas 
Washbourne, second son of Norman Washbourne and Elizabeth Kinaston.  The marriage 
of John Pakington and Elizabeth Washbourne appears to belong to an earlier generation. 
 
In addition, the pedigree in Phillimore appears to be in error in stating that the testator’s 
great-grandmother was Elizabeth Kinaston, the daughter of Henry Kinaston.  According 
to Richardson, Norman Washbourne’s wife was Elizabeth Kniveton, the daughter of 
Henry Kniveton of Bradley, Derbyshire.  See Richardson, Douglas, Magna Carta 
Ancestry, 2nd ed., 2011, Vol. IV, p. 199; and Richardson, Douglas, Plantagenet Ancestry, 
2nd ed., 2011, Vol. III, p. 548. 
 
For the Washbourne family, see also the will, TNA PROB 11/27/144, of Elizabeth (nee 
Scrope) Beaumont de Vere (d.1537), Countess of Oxford, second wife of John de Vere 
(1442-1513), 13th Earl of Oxford, whose parents were Richard Scrope (d.1485), esquire, 
and Eleanor Washbourne (d.1505/6), the daughter of Norman Washbourne (1433-1482), 
esquire, and Elizabeth Kniveton.  For the will of Eleanor Washbourne (d.1505/6), see 
TNA PROB 11/15/3. 
 
For the Washbourne family, see also Peach, R.E.M., ed., The Washbourne Family, 
(Gloucester: John Bellows, 1896), pp. 13, 19, 34-5, at: 
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https://archive.org/details/washbournefamily00peac/page/n39 
 
 
Testator’s siblings 
 
The testator had three brothers and three sisters: 
 
-Augustine Pakington.  According to the will below, Augustine Pakington left a will 
which appears not to have survived. 
 
-Sir John Pakington (c.1477 – 21 August 1551), for whom see the ODNB entry; the 
Wikipedia entry edited by the author of this website; and his will, TNA PROB 11/34/431.  
He appears to have married firstly Anne Rolle, by whom he had two daughters, Bridget 
Pakington, who married Sir John Littleton (d.1590) of Frankley, for whose will see TNA 
PROB 11/75/268, and Ursula Pakington (d.1558), who married William Scudamore 
(d.1560), for whom see the ODNB entry for the Scudamore family.  Sir John Pakington 
married secondly Anne Dacre (d. 22 August 1563), for whose will see TNA PROB 
11/47/103.  In the will below the testator bequeaths gold rings to his nieces, Bridget and 
Ursula, and to their respective husbands, Sir John Littleton (d.1590) of Frankley, and 
William Scudamore (d.1560), i.e. ‘to my cousin John Littleton, esquire, and to my cousin, 
his wife; to my cousin, William Scudamore, and my cousin, his wife’. 
 
-Robert Pakington (c.1489 – 13 November 1536), for whom see the ODNB entry, the 
Wikipedia entry created by the author of this website, and his will, TNA PROB 11/27/46.  
In the will below the testator mentions his brother Robert’s widow (‘my sister-in-law, my 
Lady Dormer’), now the wife of Sir Michael Dormer (d. 20 September 1545).  For the 
will of Katherine (nee Dallam) Collier Pakington Dormer, see TNA PROB 11/46/47.  For 
the will of Sir Michael Dormer, see TNA PROB 11/30/546.  The testator also leaves gold 
rings to his niece, Anne Pakington, the daughter of his brother Robert Pakington, and to 
her husband, John Lane (d.1557), and to Richard Cupper, the husband of Elizabeth 
Pakington, another of the daughters of Robert Pakington, i.e. ‘to my cousin, John Lane, 
and his wife; to my cousin, Richard Cupper’. 
 
-Joyce Pakington, who married firstly William Blount of Wadeley and Glazeley, 
Shropshire.  The testator’s ‘cousin, Thomas Blount of London, mercer’, would appear to 
have been the son of Joyce Pakington by her first marriage.  See Howard, Joseph Jackson 
and George John Armytage, eds., The Visitation of London in the Year 1568, (London: 
Harleian Society, 1869), Vol. I, p. 28 at: 
 
http://books.google.ca/books?id=Wr4KAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA28 
 
See also May, Leonard Morgan, Charlton: Near Woolwich Kent, (London: Charles 
North, 1908), p. 10 at: 
 
https://archive.org/stream/charltonnearwool00mayl#page/10/mode/2up/ 
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Joyce Pakington married secondly John Corbet of Leigh, whose first wife was Margaret 
Blount (daughter of Sir Thomas Blount), whose niece, Elizabeth Blount (c.1500–
1539x41), was the mistress of King Henry VIII and the mother of the King’s illegitimate 
son, Henry Fitzroy (1519-1536).  See the pedigree of Corbet of Leigh in Grazebrook, 
George and John Paul Rylands, eds., The Visitation of Shropshire, Part I, (London: 
Harleian Society, 1889), Vol. XXVIII, p. 142 at: 
 
https://archive.org/details/visitationshrop00britgoog/page/n196 
 
In the will below the testator leaves a bequest to ‘my brother-in-law, Mr John Corbet, 
esquire’.  See also the will of John Salter, TNA PROB 11/24/75. 
 
-Eleanor Pakington who according to the Pakington pedigree in Metcalfe, supra, 
married a husband surnamed Gravenor, of Shropshire.  In the will below the testator 
leaves a bequest to his ‘cousin, Nicholas Gravenor of Whittemere’ (Whittemere is said to 
be ‘on the north-west side of the parish of Bobbington, and within the manor of 
Claverley’).  It thus appears that Eleanor Pakington’s husband was Rowland Gravenor or 
Grosvenro, who died at Bridgnorth in 1522, and whose will was proved by his widow 
and executrix, Eleanor, in that year.  See ‘Grosvenor, or Gravenor, of High Gravenor, 
Dallicott, Heathton, Bushbury, Bridgnorth, Etc.’ in Nichols, John Gough, ed., The Herald 
and Genealogist, (London: J.G. Nichols and R.C. Nichols, 1870), Vol. V, pp. 33-50 at p. 
47: 
 
http://books.google.ca/books?id=hjE9AQAAIAAJ&pg=PA47 
 
-Margery Pakington, who married a husband surnamed Neve, of Essex.  The testator’s 
‘sister Margery Neve, widow’ is mentioned in the will below.  For the pedigree of Neave 
see The Visitations of Essex, Part II, (London: Harleian Society, 1879), Vol. XIV, p. 683 
at: 
 
https://archive.org/stream/visitationofesse00esse#page/682/mode/2up 
 
It should be noted that John Bacon (d.1500) of Drinkstone and Hessett, Suffolk, mentions 
in his will his daughter, Margery Neve.  See Cooke, William, ‘Materials for a History of 
Hessett, Part II’, Proceedings of the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and Natural History, 
Vol. V, (Bury St Edmunds: Catling & Ranson, 1886), pp. 1-103 at p. 66: 
 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=aJsGAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA66 
 
 
MARRIAGE AND ISSUE 
  
The testator married Elizabeth Harding (d. 28 September 1563), the daughter of the 
London goldsmith, Robert Harding (d.1515), about whose family background little is 
known, although it seems likely he was related to the Harding family of Aspley, 
Bedfordshire.  See the pedigree in Blaydes, Frederic Augustus, ed., The Visitations of 
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Bedfordshire, Annis Domini 1566, 1582, and 1634, (London: Harleian Society, 1884), 
Vol. XIX, p. 114 at: 
 
https://archive.org/details/visitationsofbed19blay/page/114 
 
Robert Harding’s will indicates that he married more than once.  The name of his first 
wife is unknown. 
 
Elizabeth Harding was likely the daughter of Robert Harding by his second wife, Marion, 
widow of the London mercer, William Ipswell (d.1507).  By William Ipswell, Marion 
had a daughter, Mary Ipswell (d. 21 September 1538), who married, as his first wife, Sir 
John Gresham (c.1495 – 23 October 1556) of Titsey, Surrey, Lord Mayor of London in 
1547.  See the will of Sir John Gresham, TNA PROB 11/38/241, the will of William 
Ipswell (d.1507), TNA PROB 11/15/406, and: 
 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Ipswell-2 
 
See also TNA C 1/554/43, and the will of Robert Harding (d.1515), TNA PROB 
11/18/194.  See also: 
 
https://wc.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=ancestorsearch&id=I69526 
 
See also: 
 
http://newsgroups.derkeiler.com/Archive/Soc/soc.genealogy.medieval/2010-
04/msg00602.html 
 
For the will of Elizabeth (nee Harding) Pakington, see TNA PROB 11/46/444. 
 
By Elizabeth Harding the testator had four sons and eight daughters, ten of whom were 
living at Elizabeth Harding’s death (see her will):  
 
* Humphrey Pakington (d.1559) of Clements Inn, who died without issue.  For his will, 
see TNA PROB 11/42B/454. 
 
* John Pakington (1530-1578), who married Elizabeth Newport, the sister of Sir 
Richard Newport (d.1570), owner of a copy of Hall’s Chronicle, formerly Loan 61 in the 
British Library, now in the hands of a trustee, Lady Hesketh, containing annotations 
thought to have been made by Shakespeare.  See Keen, Alan and Roger Lubbock, The 
Annotator, (London: Putnam, 1954); the will of Sir Richard Newport, TNA PROB 
11/53/456; and the Annotator page on this website. 
 
* Edward Pakington, who is mentioned in the will of his elder brother, Humphrey 
Pakington (d.1559), and in the will of his brother-in-law, Humphrey Baskerville, TNA 
PROB 11/47/105. 
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* William Pakington, who is mentioned in the will of his elder brother, Humphrey 
Pakington (d.1559), and the will of his sister, Alice (nee Pakington) Lambert Paston, 
TNA PROB 11/113/201.  He  had a daughter, Anne Pakington, who married a husband 
surnamed Robinson. 
 
* Lettice Pakington (d. 23 December 1552), who married Sir Roger Martyn (d.1573), 
Lord Mayor of London, by whom she was the mother of Humphrey Martyn (d.1587?), 
addressee of the Langham Letter.  See the will of Sir Roger Martyn, TNA PROB 
11/56/48, and Hughes Clarke, A. W., ed., The Registers of St Mary Magdalen Milk Street 
1558-1666 and St Michael Bassishaw London 1538-1625, Part I, (London: Harleian 
Society, 1942), Vol. LXXII, p. 137. 
 
* Jane Pakington (d.1589?), who married firstly, on 15 January 1541 at St Michael 
Bassishaw, the mercer Humphrey Baskerville (d. March 1564) of Wolverley, 
Worcestershire, and secondly, on 29 June 1564 at St Peter, West Cheap, Sir Lionel 
Duckett (1511 – August 1587).  For the will of Humphrey Baskerville, see TNA PROB 
11/47/105.  For the will of Sir Lionel Duckett, see TNA PROB 11/72/212.  For the will of 
Jane (nee Pakington) Baskerville Duckett, dated 8 September 1589 and proved 4 
February 1590, see TNA PROB 11/75/77.  See also the entry for her at: 
 
http://www.tudorwomen.com/?page_id=701 
 
* Katherine Pakington, who married John Lambert.  For his will, see TNA PROB 
11/64/19.  See also Howard, supra, p. 26. 
 
* Anne Pakington (d.1578), who married firstly Edmund Style (d.1564), secondly 
Edward Jackman (d.1569?), thirdly James Bacon (d. 5 June 1573?), and fourthly Sir 
Edward Baynton (c.1520-1593).  For the will of Edmund Style, see TNA PROB 
11/47/122.  For the will of Edward Jackman, see TNA PROB 11/52/55.  For the will of 
James Bacon, see TNA PROB 11/55/374.  For Sir Edward Baynton (c.1520-1593), see 
his will, TNA PROB 11/82/478, and the History of Parliament entry at: 
 
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1558-1603/member/baynton-edward-
1520-93 
 
The verses on Sir Edward Baynton’s tomb in the Church of St Nicholas, Bromham, read: 
 
Here lieth Edward Bayntun, Knight, within this marble clad, 
By Agnes Ryce, his first trew wyfe, that thyrtyne children had. 
Where of she left alyve withe him at her departure thre, 
Henry, Anne and Elizabeth, whose pictures now here see. 
The XIXth days of Auguste she deceased, of Christ ye year, 1574. 
These little figurs standing bie present the nomber here. 
Then married to Anne Packington, his second wyfe she was, 
For whose remembrance here in tombe these lynes he left in brasse. Anno Dni 1578 
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Anne Pakington appears to have had no issue by her four marriages. 
 
However by his first wife, Magdalen Mellish, Anne Pakington’s second husband, Edward 
Jackman (d.1569?), had three sons and two daughters, including his eldest son, John 
Jackman, who married Jane Lambert, the daughter of Richard Lambert (d.1567) and 
Alice Pakington (see below). 
 
* Alice Pakington (d.1609?) who married firstly Richard Lambert (d.1567), the brother 
of John Lambert, and secondly Clement Paston.  For the will, dated 20 December 1608 
and proved 24 February 1609, of Alice (nee Pakington) Lambert Paston, see TNA PROB 
11/113/201.  For the will of Richard Lambert, see TNA PROB 11/49/267.  For the will of 
Clement Paston (c.1515-1598), see TNA PROB 11/91/242.  See also Howard, supra, p. 
26. 
 
* Margery Pakington, unmarried when the testator made his will.  She married Robert 
Burbage, for whom see the pedigree of Burbage of Parke Hall in Armytage, George John, 
ed., Middlesex Pedigrees as Collected by Richard Mundy, (London: Harleian Society, 
1914), Vol. LXV, pp. 78-80 at: 
 
https://archive.org/stream/middlesexpedigre65mund#page/78/mode/2up 
 
Margery Pakington’s husband, Robert Burbage, was the son of Anthony Burbage, and 
thus a first cousin of Robert Burbage (d.1575), who sold the manor of Theobalds alias 
Tongs to Lord Burghley, and a first cousin of Eleanor Burbage (d.1574), who married the 
Italian master of fence, Rocco Bonetti (d.1587).  See the will of Robert Burbage (d.1575), 
TNA PROB 11/57/448. 
 
* Martha Pakington, unmarried when the testator made his will.  On 22 October 1560 
she married Richard Hollyman.  He was buried 16 April 1572 at St Michael Bassishaw, 
London.  See: 
 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Pakington-37 
 
Martha Pakington and her husband, Richard Hollyman, are mentioned in the will of 
Humphrey Baskerville, supra.  In the will, Humphrey Baskerville refers to Richard 
Hollyman as ‘my late servant’, and also mentions Richard Hollyman’s brother, John 
Hollyman. 
 
* Margaret Pakington, unmarried when the testator made his will.  On 6 November 
1564 she married the London grocer, William Colles, at St Mary le Bow, the third son of 
William Colles (d.1558) and his wife, Margaret Hitch.  See the Colles pedigree in 
Phillimore, W.P.W., ed., The Visitation of the County of Worcester Made in the Year 
1569, (London: Harleian Society, 1888), Vol. XXVII, p. 41 at: 
 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=ECoEAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA41 
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For the Colles family, see also Grazebrook, H. Sydney, The Heraldry of Worcestershire, 
(London: John Russell Smith, 1873), p. 124 at: 
 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=R2MxzMvHylkC&pg=PA124 
 
See also the pedigree in Metcalfe, Walter C., ed., The Visitations of Hertfordshire, 
(London: Harleian Society, 1886), Vol. XXII, p. 43 at: 
 
https://books.google.ca/books?id=gqwKAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA43 
 
For the will of William Colles of Parkbury, Hertfordshire, gentleman, dated 16 February 
1599 and proved 28 July 1600, see TNA PROB 11/96/163. 
 
For William Colles’ elder brother, Edmund Colles (1528-1606) of Leigh, Worcestershire, 
see the History of Parliament entry at: 
 
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1558-1603/member/colles-edmund-
1528-1606 
 
In the will below the testator refers to ‘my five sons-in-law, Roger Martyn, Humphrey 
Baskerville, Edmund Style, John Lambert and Richard Lambert, and to their five wives’. 
 
When Edmund Jackman, then the husband of Anne Pakington, made his will on 10 May 
1568, he referred to the seven daughters of Humphrey Pakington as follows: ‘Anne 
Jackman, my well-beloved wife;  my brother-in-law, Mr Clement Paston, and my sister 
Alice Paston, his wife; my brother-in-law, John Lambert, and Katherine, his wife; my 
brother-in-law, William Colles, and Margaret, his wife; my brother-in-law, Richard 
Hollyman, and Martha, his wife; my brother-in-law, Robert Burbage, and Margery, his 
wife; my  brother-in-law, Lionel Duckett, and Jane, his wife’. 
 
It thus appears from Edmund Jackman’s will that by 10 May 1568 Jane Pakington’s first 
husband, Humphrey Baskerville, had died, and that she had married Sir Lionel Duckett; 
that Anne Pakington’s first husband, Edmund Style, had died, and that she had married 
Edward Jackman; that Katherine Pakington was still married to John Lambert; that Alice 
Pakington’s first husband, Richard Lambert (the brother of John Lambert), had died, and 
that she had married Clement Paston; and that since the time of the making of their 
father’s will Margery Pakington had married Robert Burbage; Martha Pakington had 
married Richard Hollyman, and Margaret Pakington had married William Colles. 
 
 
OTHER PERSONS MENTIONED IN THE WILL 
 
For Sir Rowland Hill (c.1594-1561),Lord Mayor of London in 1549, see the ODNB 
entry. 
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The testator leaves a ring of gold ‘to my cousin, my Lady Denys’, who may perhaps be 
identified as Elizabeth Monoux, the daughter of Sir George Monoux, Lord Mayor of 
London, who married firstly Sir Thomas Denny (d.1527), and secondly Robert Dacres (d. 
20 November 1543), the brother of the testator’s sister-in-law, Anne (nee Dacres), widow 
of the testator’s brother, Sir John Pakington (d.1551).  See Nichols, John Gough, ed., The 
Topographer and Genealogist, (London: John Bowyer Nichols and Sons, 1858), Vol. III, 
pp. 207-10. 
 
 
 
RM: T{estamentum} Humfridi Pakington Armigeri 
 
[f. 150r] In the name of Our Lord God, to whom be praise forever, Amen.  The 14th day 
of September in the year of our Lord God a thousand five hundred fifty and five, I, 
Humphrey Pakington of the city of Worcester, gentleman, being of perfect memory and 
mind, thanks be [+to] God, do make and ordain this my testament and last will in manner 
and form following, that is to say: 
 
First, I commit my soul to Almighty God, my Maker and Redeemer, as a creature full of 
sin, trusting through the merits of his passion and by him only to have forgiveness of my 
sins with life everlasting, Amen; 
 
And as for my sinful body when it shall please God to take it out of this world, if I 
happen to die in Worcester that then I will it shall be buried in the cathedral church of the 
same city, and if I happen to die in any other place, that then I will it shall be buried in 
Christian man’s burial as it shall please God without any great solemnity or sumptuous 
expenses, the charges thereof not to extend above ten pounds by th’ advice of mine 
executors; 
 
And as touching such goods as God hath lent me the use of, hereafter I do declare my 
mind and will as shall appear, that is to say: 
 
First, I will (my body so being buried and my funerals paid), that then all my debts which 
I do owe by writing or otherwise to be approved by right to be truly paid by mine 
executors; 
 
And I do give & bequeath to my well-beloved wife, Elizabeth, for her full part and 
portion of my said goods one thousand pounds of lawful money of England, and all my 
household stuff whatsoever it be (my plate, jewels, money and apparel only excepted); 
 
Item, I will that the said Elizabeth, my wife, shall peaceably have, receive and take of the 
rents and revenues of my manor and lordship of Ditton in the county of Salop 
immediately after my death or decease for and during her natural life thirty pounds 
yearly, as by a deed thereof made unto Humphrey Pakington, my son, and William Adys 
to th’ use of my said wife for the term aforesaid and enrolled in the King’s Bench more 
plainly doth appear, and to th’ intent that my said wife may the more peaceably and 
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quietly have and enjoy the said rent of thirty pounds out of my said manor, my son John 
Pakington is thereunto condescended and agreed, & thereunto hath [f. 150v] bound 
himself and his heirs unto my said wife in the sum of five hundred pounds for the 
performance thereof, and the residue of the rent of the said manor or lordship I will that 
my son, John Pakington, shall have; 
 
Item, I will that the said Elizabeth, my wife, shall have and enjoy all the rents and profits 
of my house in London which I lately dwelled in, with the profits of the house thereunto 
adjoining, which is in the whole by year £8 6s 8d, now in the holding of my son-in-law, 
Humphrey Baskerville of London, mercer (as doth appear in a pair of indentures and an 
obligation therefore made for the term of 26 years) for term of her life, which said house 
or tenement with th’ appurtenances I do give and bequeath to my son, Edward Pakington, 
and to th’ heirs of his body lawfully begotten immediately after the death of me and of 
my said wife, his mother, and if it shall fortune the said Edward to die without issue of 
his body lawfully begotten, then I will that the same house or tenement shall come and 
remain unto William, my son, and to th’ heirs of his body lawfully begotten, and for 
default of such issue to my right heirs forever; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to my four children which yet be unmarried and 
unbestowed, that is to say, Edward, Margery, Martha and Margaret, one hundred and fifty 
pounds apiece, summa £600, and if it happen any of them four to die before their lawful 
age or marriage, that then his or their parts or portions that so shall happen to die to 
remain amongst thother of them living equally; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to William, my son, a hundred pounds; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath unto every of my 11 children now living out of my part fifty 
pounds apiece, summa five hundred fifty pounds, and if any of them do die before their 
lawful age or marriage, that then his or their parts or portions thereof to remain to the rest 
of them living equally; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to the Company of the Mercers of London, for a dinner to be 
made shortly after my death for a loving remembrance, ten pounds; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to the poor people of the parish of Saint Michael’s in 
London in the ward of Bassishaw where I lately dwelled, to be distributed within one 
year next after my death, ten pounds; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to the children of my son-in-law, Roger Martyn, that were 
begotten upon my daughter, Lettice, his late wife, £13 6s 8d equally amongst them to be 
divided; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to the children of my son-in-law, Humphrey Baskerville, 
£13 6s 8d equally amongst them to be divided; 
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Item, I do give and bequeath to the children of my son-in-law, Richard Lambert, £6 13s 
4d equally amongst to be divided; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to the children of my son-in-law, Edmund Style, if God send 
him any before my death, five pounds; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to the children of my son-in-law, John Lambert, £6 13s 4d; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to Edward Gyllam, wax-chandler of London, for pains taken 
with me, 40s; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to Sir Rowland Hill, knight and alderman of London, for a 
ring of gold, 40s, for the kindness he hath showed me; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to the new hospital in London twenty pounds; 
 
Item, I will that Roger Martyn, my son-in-law, shall execute the remainder of my late 
brother Augustine’s will like as I should have done if I had lived as it shall appear by a 
book therefore made, and he to have the remainder thereof in his keeping so to do if any 
remainder at the time of my death be; 
 
Item, I do owe unto th’ account of Richard Fisher, late mercer of London to whom I was 
executor, £12, his will being fulfilled, which I will that mine executors shall bestow in 
deeds of charity for his soul and all Christian souls, being unbestowed when I shall die, 
and first to remember Eleanor, his poor sister in London, and his poor brother, John 
Fisher of Dudley; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to 38 persons whose names appear hereafter following, to 
every of them a ring of gold, price 30s, that is to say, first to my sister-in-law, my Lady 
Dormer, widow; to my cousin, my Lady Denys [=Denny?]; to my sister, Margery Neve, 
widow; to Richard Hunt, my neighbour; to my brother-in-law, Mr John Corbet, esquire; 
to my cousin, Thomas Blount of London, mercer; to my cousin, John Littleton, esquire, 
and to my cousin, his wife; to my cousin, William Scudamore, and my cousin, his wife; 
to my cousin Jenkes’ wife; to Thomas Abraham of London, leather-seller; to my god-
daughter, wife to my cousin, Vincent Randall; to my five sons-in-law, Roger Martyn, 
Humphrey Baskerville, Edmund Style, John Lambert and Richard Lambert, and to their 
five wives; to my cousin, Sir Thomas Pakington, knight, and his wife; to my cousin, John 
Pakington, and his wife; to my cousin, John Lane, and his wife; to my cousin, Richard 
Cupper; to my cousin Abell and his wife; to John Afflete of Worcester, mercer; to John 
Walker, my neighbour; to gentle John Hare of London, mercer; to Edward Porter of 
Worcester, gentleman; to William Jenyns and Richard Hill, late my servants, summa £52, 
and for the making of every ring 2s, summa totale of both, £60 16s; 
 
Item, I do give & bequeath to the marriage of twenty poor maids within the city of 
Worcester ten shillings apiece, summa £10; 
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Item, I do give and bequeath to the poor people within the city of Worcester and in the 
suburbs of the same, to be distributed within one year next after my death, twenty 
pounds; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to the mending of the highway between the city of 
Worcester and Kempsey, to be done by the discretion of mine executors, ten pounds; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to the mending of the highway between the city of 
Worcester and Evesham thereas my executors shall think most need, ten pounds; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to the poor people of the parish of Stanford where I was 
born in the county of Worcester, to be distributed within one year next after my death, ten 
pounds; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to the poor people of the [f. 151r] parish of Ditton in the 
county of Salop that I am owner of, to the most poorest of my tenants there, amongst 
them all ten pounds; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to the mending of the highway between Ditton and 
Bridgnorth where it shall be thought most needful by mine executors, five pounds; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to the marriage of ten poor maidens in the said parish of 
Ditton ten shillings apiece, summa £5; 
 
Item, I do give to Adam Lutley, my steward at Ditton and my loving friend, five pounds; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to my cousin, Nicholas Grasbenor [=Gravenor?] of 
Whittymere [=Whittemere], five pounds; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to my loving neighbour, John Hill of Worcester, mercer, 
five pounds; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to Mrs Walker of Worcester, my neighbour, forty shillings, 
and to Thomas, her covenant servant, 20s; 
 
Item, I do give & bequeath to my servant, Richard Reynolds of Ditton, five pounds; 
 
Item, I do give unto my two maiden servants that shall happen to dwell with me at the 
time of my death 40s apiece, summa £4; 
 
Item, I do give & bequeath to every man-servant that I shall have at the time of my death 
20s; 
 
Item, I will that all the parts, portions and legacies which I have before given by this my 
testament and last will to my four children being within age and not married when it shall 
please God to call me out of this world shall be divided into four parts and by mine 
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executors to be put in th’ hands of four honest substantial men that will put in sufficient 
sureties to my said executors for the repayment thereof as my said children or any of 
them shall come to his or their full age or marriage, and to give yearly for the custody and 
keeping of my said children during their nonage such a reasonable sum of money as shall 
be thought meet by my executors, and if my four sons-in-law, Roger Martyn, Humphrey 
Baskerville, Edmund Style and Richard Lambert will do the same, then I will that they 
shall have it before any other man, doing as before is said, or else not; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to the widow Bogas that dwelleth before the house that I 
lately dwelled in at London 40s; 
 
Item, I will and bequeath to John Basford, my late apprentice, four pounds; 
 
Item, I give to my five godsons in Worcester, that is to say, Humphrey Woodward, 
Humphrey Hill, Humphrey Davy, Richard Cooksey and Humphrey Grenfyll 20s apiece, 
summa £5; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to my five sons-in-law all my apparel equally amongst them 
to be divided, saving my best gown furred with martens which I do give to my son-in-
law, Humphrey Baskerville; 
 
Also, I do ordain, make and constitute my well beloved wife, Elizabeth, and Humphrey 
Pakington, my son, my executors of this my testament and last will, and to th’ intent that 
the same Humphrey shall truly and justly execute everything according to the true 
meaning of this my last will and testament, and to help my said wife to do the same, I do 
give and bequeath to the said Humphrey for his pains therein to be taken £20; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to my friend, William Adyes of Worcester, clothier, for his 
pains that he hath taken with me at divers times, and for that that I desire him to be good 
and helping to my said wife and her co-executor in their causes, and for that that they 
may have his lawful help and counsel at such times as they shall have need thereof after 
my death, as my trust is he will, £15, and besides that, look what charges he doth sustain 
therein to be well and truly paid therefore by mine executors; 
 
And to be overseer of the same my last will and testament I do desire my son-in-law, 
Roger Martyn, mercer, to take the pain therein, and to be good and loving to my said wife 
and children, as my trust is he will do, and to see my said children to have their learning 
and to be well used, and as for his pains therein to be taken, I do give him ten pounds; 
 
Item, I do give and bequeath to be bestowed for black gowns for my wife, my children, 
my servants and other that shall mourn at my burial twenty pounds; 
 
Item, I will that six persons that shall bear me to be buried shall have every one of them 
3s 4d for their pains, summa 20s; 
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Item, I do give and bequeath unto all my children that shall be living at the time of my 
death over and besides their legacies abovesaid equally amongst them to be divided two 
hundred pounds; 
 
The residue of all my goods and chattels not given nor bequeathed, my debts and funerals 
discharged, I will to be bestowed in deeds of charity for my soul and all Christian souls as 
shall be thought most meet by mine executors; 
 
In witness whereof I have caused this my last will and testament to be written, and have 
subscribed it with mine own hand and thereunto have set my seal the day and year first 
abovewritten, thanks be given to Almighty God, Amen; 
 
Item, I do will and bequeath to my daughter-in-law, the wife of my son John, to buy her a 
bracelet withal, five pounds; 
 
Item, I do will and bequeath to Humphrey, my godson, son of my said son John, other 
five pounds; 
 
Item, I do will and bequeath to Elizabeth, my wife’s god-daughter, daughter of my said 
son John, £3 6s 8d; 
 
Item, I do will and bequeath to Luke, my godson, the son of the glazier at Severn Bridge 
20s, and this I will to be given by my said executors as well as any other legacy above 
bequeathed. 
 
Per me, Humphrey Pakington th’ elder.  These be the names of them that be witnesses to 
this will as follow: John Bullingham, parson of St. Ellen’s [=Helen’s]; John Pakington, 
son of the said Humphrey; Richard Hunt of the city of Worcester, gentleman; William 
Adyes; Humphrey Pakington, junior. 
 
RM: Executrix computauit [=The executrix has rendered an account] 
 
 
 
Probatum fuit testamentu{m} Coram Mag{ist}ro Will{el}mo Cooke legum doctore Curie 
Prerogatiue Reuerendissimi in Xpo patris et d{omi}ni n{ost}ri d{omi}ni Reginaldi 
Cantuar{iensis} Archiep{iscop}i Custode siue Comissario xjmo die Mens{is} Novembris 
Anno d{omi}ni Mill{es}imo quingentesimo qui{n}quagesimo sexto Iuramento 
Chr{ist}ofori Robynson procur{atoris} Elizabeth{e} Pakington Rel{ic}te et humfridi 
pakington filij ip{s}ius defuncti Executor{u}m in h{uius}mo{d}i testamento 
no{m}i{n}atoru{m} Quibus com{m}issa fuit admi{ni}strac{i}o o{mn}i{u}m 
bonoru{m} &c D{i}c{t}i Defuncti p{re}fat{is} Ex{ecutori}b{us} De bene et fideli{te}r 
administrand{o} eadem Ac de pleno Inuentario &c exhibend{o} Ad sancta dei Euangelia 
in debita Iuris forma Iurat{is} 
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[=The above-written testament was proved before Master William Cooke, Doctor of the 
Laws, Keeper or Commissary of the Prerogative Court of the Most Reverend Father in 
Christ and Our Lord, Lord Reginald, Archbishop of Canterbury, on the 11th day of the 
month of November in the year of the Lord the thousand five hundred fifty-sixth by the 
oath of Christopher Robinson, proctor of Elizabeth Pakington, relict, and Humphrey 
Pakington, son of the same deceased, executors appointed in the same testament, to 
whom administration was granted to the forenamed executors of all the goods etc. of the 
said deceased, sworn on the Holy Gospels in due form of law to well and faithfully 
administer the same, and to exhibit a full inventory etc.] 


