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SUMMARY: The document below is the last will and testament, dated 8 December 1532
and proved 8 October 1533, of Sir Philip Tilney (d. 8 January 1533), whose greatgrandson, Philip Tilney (d. 13 March 1602), purchased Oxford’s manor of Aldham,
Suffolk (see TNA C 54/1094, Part 24).
The testator was the son of Hugh Tilney of Skirbeck and Boston, Lincolnshire, by a
daughter of Walter Tailboys, and was the brother of Agnes Tylney (d.1545), second wife
of Thomas Howard (1443-1524), 2nd Duke of Norfolk, to whom he was in service. See
Richardson, Douglas, Magna Carta Ancestry, 2nd ed., 2011, Vol. II, p. 414.
The testator married firstly Margaret Brewse, the daughter of Sir Thomas Brewse (d. 17
June 1482) by his second wife, Elizabeth Debenham, by whom he had two sons, Thomas
Tilney and Philip Tilney (d.1541). See the will of Elizabeth (nee Debenham) Brewse,
TNA PROB 11/13/418, and the Brewse pedigree in Crisp, Frederick Arthur, Fragmenta
Genealogica, (Bowie, Maryland: Heritage Books, 1996), Vol. VIII, pp. 57-60 at:
https://archive.org/stream/fragmentagenealo08cris#page/60/mode/2up.
For the testator’s first wife, Margaret Brewse, see also:
http://www.kateemersonhistoricals.com/TudorWomenBo-Brom.htm.
The testator is said to have married secondly Jane Tey, widow of John Fincham, and
daughter of John Tey by his wife, Margaret. There appear to have been no surviving
issue of the marriage.
The testator married thirdly Elizabeth Jeffrey, the daughter of one Jeffrey of Stansfield,
Suffolk, by Elizabeth Glemham, the daughter of John Glemham and Eleanor Brandon,
the daughter of Sir William Brandon (d.1491) and Elizabeth Wingfield. For Elizabeth
Glemham and Eleanor Brandon, see the pedigrees in Gunn, S.J., Charles Brandon, Duke
of Suffolk, c.1484-1545, (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1988), pp. 46-9.
By his third wife the testator had three daughters, Katherine, Elizabeth and Agnes. For
the careers at court of Katherine Tilney and Elizabeth Tilney see:
http://www.kateemersonhistoricals.com/TudorWomenT.htm.
According to Metcalfe, infra, the testator’s third daughter, Agnes Tilney, married John
Hubberd of Norfolk.
After the testator’s death, his widow, Elizabeth (nee Jeffrey) Tilney, married Francis
Framlingham of Crow’s Hall in Debenham, Suffolk, who died at the siege of Boulogne in
1544. For Francis Framlingham see the pedigrees in Gunn, supra; his will, TNA PROB
11/31/544; Richardson, Douglas, Magna Carta Ancestry, 2nd ed., Vol. I, p. 302; and the
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pedigrees of Tilney and Framlingham in Metcalfe, Walter C., ed., The Visitations of
Suffolk, (Exeter: William Pollard, 1882), pp. 73-4, and 192:
https://archive.org/stream/visitationsofsuf00harvuoft#page/72/mode/2up.
See also ‘Excursions 1992’, Suffolk Institute, p. 109, available online:
At the end of the 14th century [the manor of Crow’s Hall] was acquired by the
Framlingham family, who rose to prominence in the early 16th century through kinship
with Henry VIII's favourite, Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk. Like his royal master,
Brandon had a chequered marital history, and Sir James Framlingham married the
daughter of one of Brandon's ex-wives. Sir James's son, Francis, died at the siege of
Boulogne, 1544, leaving an under-age heir, Sir Charles, the last male member of the
family . . . .
According to the pedigree in Gunn, supra, pp. 86-7, Francis Framlingham (d.1544) was
the son of Sir James Framlingham (d.1519) by Anne, the illegitimate daughter of
Margaret (nee Neville) Mortimer Brandon, the divorced second wife of Henry VIII’s
brother-in-law, Charles Brandon (d.1484-1545), Duke of Suffolk. After Sir James
Framlingham’s death, Anne married Robert Browne. For a lawsuit involving Francis
Framlingham, his mother, Anne, and her second husband, Robert Browne, see TNA C
1/796/13. Francis Framlingham’s daughter, Anne, married Philip Tilney (d. 13 March
1602), purchaser of Oxford’s manor of Aldham, and by her was the father of the
Babington conspirator, Charles Tilney. See the ODNB:
Charles Tilney (1561–1586) was born on 23 September 1561, the son of Philip Tilney of
Shelley Hall, Suffolk, and his wife, Anne, daughter of Francis Framlington of Crowshall,
Debenham, Suffolk.
For the testator’s marriages see also G.H.D., ‘Fincham - Tey - Tilney’, in Tymms,
Samuel, ed., The East Anglian, (London: Whittaker and Co., 1864), Vol. I, pp. 95-6 at:
https://books.google.ca/books?id=PMlAAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA95&lpg=PA95&dq=%22
East+Anglian%22+%22Sir+Philip+Tilney%22&source=bl&ots=Ope56wgZ2y&sig=uu3
2oRDfaCL9pN32jDsecwOKpFs&hl=en&sa=X&ei=xLOQVPyqCdLnoATd6oGoDQ&ve
d=0CB0Q6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=%22East%20Anglian%22%20%22Sir%20Philip%2
0Tilney%22&f=false.
For the will of the testator’s eldest son and heir, Thomas Tilney, whose grandson, Philip
Tilney (d. 13 March 1602), purchased Oxford’s manor of Aldham, see TNA PROB
11/42B/299.
The testator’s second son, Philip Tilney (d.1541), was the father of Edmund Tilney,
Master of the Revels. See the ODNB:
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Tilney, Edmund (1535/6–1610), courtier, was . . . the only son of Phillip Tilney (d. 1541),
an usher of the privy chamber to Henry VIII, and his wife, Malyn Chambre, a
chamberwoman to Queen Katherine Howard. His paternal grandfather, Sir Philip Tilney,
was closely attached to Thomas Howard, second duke of Norfolk, who married first his
cousin Elizabeth and later his sister Agnes. . . . Phillip Tilney died in debt in 1541 and
was buried in St Leonard's Church, Streatham.
Sir Roger Townshend (d. 25 November 1551), mentioned in the will below, married Amy
Brewse, the daughter of William Brewse and Elizabeth Hopton. See Crisp, supra, p. 57
at:
https://archive.org/stream/fragmentagenealo08cris#page/56/mode/2up
Sir Humphrey Wingfield (d.1545), mentioned in the will below, was granted an annuity
by John de Vere (1442-1513), 13th Earl of Oxford, and was appointed an executor of the
Earl’s will. He was also connected to the Earls of Oxford through the marriage of his
nephew, Sir Anthony Wingfield (d.1552), to Elizabeth Vere (d.1557), eldest sister of the
13th Earl’s successor, John de Vere (1499-1527), 14th Earl of Oxford. See the will of
Elizabeth (nee Vere) Wingfield, TNA PROB 11/42B/640; the ODNB entry for Sir
Humphrey Wingfield and his will, TNA PROB 11/31/344; and Manning, James
Alexander, The Lives of the Speakers of the House of Commons, (London: George Willis,
1851), p. 179 at:
https://archive.org/stream/livesspeakersho01manngoog#page/n195/mode/2up.

RM: T{estamentum} Phillippi Tylneye milit{is}
[f. 32r] In dei nomine amen. This remembrance made the 8th day of December in the 24th
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord King Henry the 8th by me, Sir Philip Tylney,
knight, as my last will and testament:
First I bequeath my soul unto Almighty God and to Our Blessed Lady Saint Mary and to
all the holy company of heaven, my body to be buried in my new chapel in Shelley
church, and if I hap to die in any other place I will that my body be brought thither
without pomp or vainglory and with as little charge as may stand with my poor honesty;
I will have no general dole nor none such other pompous things, and such money as shall
be given for my soul to be given to the very poor people there as they shall be found:
Item, I give unto the church of Shelley 20s;
Item, I give unto the 4 orders of friars having limitation at Shelley, either of them 6s 8d;
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Item, I will have a lamp to be found before the Blessed Sacrament burning every holiday
all the whole divine service-time forever;
Item, I will that one honest priest sing for me, my wives, my father, my mother, my
children and those souls that I am bound to [-to] pray for and all Christian souls by the
space of one year in the church of Shelley;
Item, I will that 3 tapers of half a pound wax apiece be found in Shelley church burning
every holiday before the high altar upon one candlestick of latten provided for it at the
levation time forever;
Item, to be given in alms yearly 5s to poor people at the same day it shall chance me to be
buried unto such as be tenants and neighbours unto the manor of Shelley, if any such
there be, forever;
Item, I will that Elizabeth, my wife, have my mansion place within my manor of Shelley
called Shelley Hall, with all the gardens, orchards, ponds and all other commodities
thereto belonging;
Also the park, with all the profits and pleasures of the deer, coneys, feedings;
Always provided that she do no waste nor spoil of wood nor decay of houses;
Also three meadows lying on the east side of the park containing 13 acres or thereabouts,
besides the hard pasture in the borders;
Also the after-crop of a meadow called the Mill meadow, so that it be spared and fenced
by Candlemas every year, paying therefore every year £10 by year during the life of
Rose, late the wife of Thomas Aylmer, esquire, unto my son, Thomas Tilney, his heirs,
executors and assigns;
And after the decease of the said Rose, I will that my said wife have the whole manor of
Shelley, paying nothing therefore during her life natural but only the meadows thereto
belonging at the day of making hereof, which is all the lands, meadows and pastures
betwixt the park and river and the deary [=dairy?] side;
Also a meadow now called the 7 acres lying over the north side of the low pasture of the
said deary [=dairy?];
Also a pasture called Ayluffes [=Ayloffe’s?] fen;
Also divers hills and pightles called Barker’s hills now all closed together from the park;
Also a close called Calantes without the park, a close called Stonylandes with a pightle
longing thereto, two pightles of Horsewayer’s tenement lying betwixt the closes
aforesaid, and the way leading from Horsewayer’s to Wilson’s(?), which lands and other
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the premises I will that my son, Thomas Tylney, have and do therewith as hereafter
followeth, with 60 kine and 2 bulls of mine going with the foresaid dear [=deer?];
Also three tenements which I bought the reversion of one John Merven(?) of Layham
when they fall, thone called Butler’s, holden of the manor of Shelley, and another called
Wincolne’s, holden of Overbury Hall, the third called Whitting’s, holden of Netherbury
Hall, the rents thereof paying;
Item, I will that during the life of the said Rose that my said son, Thomas, his heirs,
executors and assigns, receive the revenues of the whole manor of Shelley, and he to pay
to the foresaid Rose her annuity, that is to say, thirty pounds by year, and one woods
called Little Hulles{?), and Robert Mylles to have every year 20s for his fee, being
steward and auditor of the foresaid manor of Shelley and other my lands, doing his duty,
or by his sufficient deputy;
[Item, I will?] that all such money as shall come of the revenues of the said manor of
Shelley above the said annuities paid, I will it go to the performance of my last will and
testament, and if the foresaid Rose die, then and now, the lands and other the premises
before except, go to the performance of this my last will as hereafter followeth, and my
wife to have the residue in jointure, as is aforesaid;
Also all such my money, my chain of gold with the cross, corn, cattle and debts except
the debt of Thomas Robertson, being the sum of £34, I will they go unto the performance
of this my last will and testament and payment of my debts;
Item, I will that after the decease of Elizabeth, my wife, my whole manor of Shelley
remain unto my son, Thomas, and to th’ heirs males of his body lawfully begotten, and
also all such lands as I have bought of the said Rose, late the wife of the said Thomas
Aylmer, and John Marven in the towns of Shelley, Layham, Polstead, Edwardstone,
Raydon, Holton, Heigham, Stoke, Hadleigh or elsewhere within the county of Suffolk,
keeping my lamp, lights, alms and all other things before-named;
And for default of such issue male of my son, Thomas, lawfully begotten, then I will that
my son, Philip, have the said manor and lands and other the premises to him and to his
heirs males of his body lawfully begotten in form aforesaid;
And for lack of heirs males of his body lawfully begotten, the remainder of all the
premises to such heirs males as I shall chance to have by Elizabeth, my wife, in like form
as is aforesaid for the other my said sons;
And for lack of such heir male, I will that my daughters, Katherine, Elizabeth and Agnes
have the said manor and lands to them and to their heirs;
And for lack of heirs of them lawfully begotten, I will that all the said manor and lands
shall remain to my right heirs forever;
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Item, I will that if it fortune the said Mistress Rose to die, my said wife being alive and I
dead, by reason whereof she shall have the said manor of Shelley in jointure as is
aforesaid, that before she make any entry or take any profits in the same, she do release
all such right, title or interest as she now hath in jointure of and in any of my lands in the
county of Lincoln, like as it is indented betwixt Humphrey Wingfield, esquire, William
Gelget, and me;
Also I will that Elizabeth, my wife, have cart and [f. 32v] cart-horses, with all such stuff
as longeth to such business;
Also all such vessel and other stuff as longeth unto the kitchen and bakehouse except
leads, coppers, great fats in the brewhouse and all such standards in every part of the
house as well in wardrobe as elsewhere, which all such standards shall remain in the said
houses, and she to have th’ occupation of them during her life;
Item, I will that Elizabeth, my wife, and Thomas, my son, or he that shall be mine heir at
my departing this world, do part evenly all my plate and the £34 owing by the said
Thomas Robertson except a little standing cup gilt with a round knop, which cup I give
unto my son, Philip, this plate to be divided betwixt my wife and my said son, Thomas,
by the discretion of Sir Roger Townshend, knight, and Humphrey Wingfield, esquire;
Item, I will that Elizabeth, my wife, have all manner my chains of gold and jewels that I
have except my chain with the cross, which said chain and cross I will go to the
performance of this my will and testament as is aforesaid;
Item, I give to my said wife all mine stuff of household except that I have given to my
son, Thomas, before and that I give him hereafter;
Item, I give unto my son, Thomas, one gown of velvet and my doublet of cloth of gold,
and to his son, Frary, my gown of tawny velvet, and the rest of mine apparel I give to my
son, Philip;
Item, I give to my said son, Thomas, all my beds whole and complete with 4 pairs of
sheets standing and being in the great chamber and the inner chamber pertaining to the
same, with the counterpoints and sparvers of blue damask and tawny velvet;
Item, I will that my son, Philip, have £6 13s 4d in ready money and five marks by year
during his life out of such lands as is reserved out of the manor of Shelley besides my
wife’s jointure, and after his decease to remain unto my son, Thomas, and his heirs
males, and further as is aforesaid, and the rest of that land I will my son, Thomas, have to
his own use;
Item, I give to each of my household servants 6s 8d besides their wages for one half year
after my departing;

Modern spelling transcript copyright ©2014 Nina Green All Rights Reserved
http://www.oxford-shakespeare.com/

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES PROB 11/25/71
7
________________________________________________________________________
Item, I will that the church of Kelsale, the church of Saint Martin in Fincham, and the
church of Shelley have each of them a vestment of damask if they have none in my life;
Item, if so be that my son, Thomas, die without issue male so that mine inheritance must
go unto his heirs general, then I will the said heirs general have out of the manor of
Shelley 40s by year unto such time as the owner of the manor of Shelley have bought as
much land for the said heirs general as shall amount to the clear value of 40s by year in
recompense of such lands as I sold in Lincolnshire;
Item, I give to Elizabeth Tylney, my son Thomas’ daughter, to her marriage £6 13s 4d;
Item if anything be in this will and testament not formal or according to the law, I will it
be at all times reformed by Sir Roger Townshend, knight, and Humphrey Wingfield,
esquire, and mine executors, whom I ordain and make Elizabeth, my wife, and Thomas,
my son, and Robert Braye, and the said Sir Roger and Humphrey to be supervisors, by
whom I will that mine executors be ordered in all their business for my causes in every
doubt and variance;
And the said Sir Roger to have my gelding called Lyard Sussex(?), and the said
Humphrey to have 40s, and the said Robert Braye 40s;
Item, I will that my movable goods unbequeathed, my debts paid and this my last will
and testament performed, go to the marriage of my daughters, Katherine, Elizabeth and
Agnes, by egal portions;
Provided always that if it shall fortune me to have a son by my foresaid wife, Elizabeth,
and have other heirs males, that then the said son shall have twenty marks by year during
her [sic?] life, after the decease of my said wife, Elizabeth, and the aforenamed Rose, out
of the said manor of Shelley, and after his decease to remain to my said son, Thomas, and
his heirs or to them that shall chance to be my heirs according to this my will;
Item, I will that my said son, Thomas, have all my harness;
These witnesses: William Waldegrave, esquire, Henry Doyle, esquire, Robert Forde the
younger of Hadleigh, and other.

Probatum fuit suprascriptum testamentum coram D{omi}no apud Lamehith octauo die
mens{is} Octobris anno D{omi}ni Mill{es}imo quingentesimo tricesimo tercio
Iuramento Elizabeth{e} Relict{e} et executric{is} in h{uius}mo{d}i testamento
no{m}i{n}at{e} in p{er}sona Edwardi Massinger notarij publici procuratoris sui in hac
p{ar}te Ac approbatum et insinuatum Et comissa fuit admi{ni}strac{i}o o{mn}i{u}m et
singulor{um} bonor{um} iurium et creditor{um} dicti defuncti prefat{e} execut{rici} de
bene et fideli{te}r admi{ni}strand{o} Ac de pleno et fideli Inuentario &c conficiend{o}
Necno{n} de plano et vero compoto reddend{o} ad sancta dei Eu{a}ngelia iurat{e}
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Res{er}uata p{otes}tate s{im}ilem com{m}issione{m} faciend{i} alijs executoribus in
h{uius}mo{d}i testamento no{m}i{n}at{is} cum ven{eru}nt &c
[=The above-written testament was proved before the Lord at Lambeth on the eighth day
of the month of October in the year of the Lord the thousand five hundred thirty-third by
the oath of Elizabeth, relict and executrix named in the same testament, in the person of
Edward Massinger, notary public, her proctor in that regard, and probated and entered,
and administration was granted of all and singular the goods, rights and credits of the said
deceased to the forenamed executrix, sworn on the Holy Gospels to well and faithfully
administer, and to prepare a full and faithful inventory etc., and also to render a plain and
true account, with power reserved for a similar grant to be made to the other executors
named in the same testament when they shall have come etc.]
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