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SUMMARY: The document below is the Prerogative Court of Canterbury copy of the
will, dated 10 November 1634 and proved 6 May 1635, of Oxford’s first cousin, Horace
[Horatio] Vere (1565-1635), Baron Vere of Tilbury.
FAMILY BACKGROUND
The testator was the youngest son of Oxford’s uncle, Geoffrey Vere (d.1572), fourth son
of John de Vere (1482-1540), 15th Earl of Oxford and Elizabeth Trussell (b. 1496, d. in or
before 1527). For the nuncupative will of the testator’s father, GeoffreyVere (d.1572),
see ERO C/ABW 38/187.
The testator’s mother was Elizabeth Hardekyn (d.1615), the daughter of Richard
Hardekyn of Odewell and Wotton, in Gestingthorpe in Essex. The testator’s maternal
grandfather, Richard Hardekyn, may be the Richard Hardekyn, ‘yeoman usher of my
chamber’, who is left a bequest in the will of Elizabeth (nee Scrope) Beaumont de Vere
(d.1537), Countess of Oxford, wife of John de Vere (1442-1513), 13th Earl of Oxford.
For her will, see TNA PROB 11/27/144.
Testator’s siblings
The testator had three brothers and a sister:
* John Vere (d.1624) of Kirby Hall. He left the testator a reversionary interest in the
manors of Tilbury juxta Clare and Kirby Hall, subject to the life interest of John Vere’s
widow, Thomasine (d.1639). However Thomasine outlived the testator by five years, and
after her death Tilbury and Kirby Hall passed to the testator’s widow, Mary (nee Tracy)
Vere. For the will of John Vere (d.1624), see TNA PROB 11/143/706. For the will of
Thomasine Vere (d.1639), see TNA PROB 11/181/273.
* Sir Francis Vere (c.1560-1609), for whom see the History of Parliament entry at:
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1558-1603/member/vere-sir-francis1560-1609
* Robert Vere.
* Frances Vere, who married Robert Harcourt of Stanton Harcourt.
MARRIAGE AND ISSUE
In November 1607 the testator married Mary Tracy (1581-1671), the youngest daughter
of Sir John Tracy (d.1591) of Toddington, Gloucestershire. See the Tracy pedigree in
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Maclean, John and W.C. Heane, eds., The Visitation of the County of Gloucester, Taken
in the Year 1623, (London: Harleian Society, 1885), Vol. XXI, pp. 164-7 at:
https://archive.org/details/visitationofcoun00inchit/page/164
See also the Tracy pedigree in Burke, John and John Bernard Burke, A Genealogical and
Heraldic History of the Extinct and Dormant Baronetcies of England, Ireland and
Scotland, 2nd ed., (London: Scott, Webster, and Geary, 1841), p. 530 at:
https://books.google.ca/books?id=DqkTAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA530
See also the Tracy pedigree in Britton, John, Graphic Illustrations, with Historical and
Descriptive Accounts, of Toddington, Gloucestershire, (London, 1840), p. ii at:
https://archive.org/details/graphicillustrat00brit/page/n73
For Mary Tracy’s first marriage to William Hoby the younger (d. 19 March 1603) and
her two sons by that marriage, see the will of William Hoby the elder, TNA PROB
11/105/300, and her will, TNA PROB 11/338/214.
By Mary Tracy, the testator had five daughters:
* Elizabeth Vere (d.1683), who married, on 24 September 1626, John Holles (1595–
1666), 2nd Earl of Clare, for whom see the ODNB entry.
* Mary Vere (c.1611–1669), who married firstly Sir Roger Townshend (d. 1 January
1637 [=1638?]), the grandson of Sir Roger Townshend (c.1544-1590), for whose will see
TNA PROB 11/77/149.
Mary Vere married secondly, on 21 June 1638, as his second wife, Mildmay Fane (16021666), 2nd Earl of Westmorland, for whom see the ODNB entry.
* Katherine Vere (b.1612/13), who married firstly, in 1634, Oliver St John (1613 –
November 1641 or 1642), esquire, of Lydiard Tregoze, Wiltshire, eldest son of Sir John
St. John (1585-1648), 1st Baronet.
Katherine Vere married secondly, in 1641, as his first wife, John Poulett (1615 – 15
September 1665), 2nd Baron Poulett of Hinton St George, by whom she had a son, John
Poulett (c.1641 - June 1679), 3rd Baron Poulett, who married Susan Herbert, daughter of
Philip Herbert (1621-1669), 5th Earl of Pembroke, son of Philip Herbert (d.1649), 4th Earl
of Pembroke, and Oxford’s daughter, Susan Vere. See Brydges, Egerton, Collins’s
Peerage of England, Vol. IV, (London: F. C and J. Rivington, 1812), pp. 12-13 at:
https://archive.org/details/collinsspeerageo04coll/page/12
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See also Burke, John, A General and Heraldic Dictionary of the Peerage and Baronetage
of the British Empire, (London: Henry Colburn, 1832), Vol. I, p. 126 at:
https://books.google.ca/books?id=Cq8KAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA126
* Anne Vere (1617–1665), fourth daughter, who married, by contract dated 30 June
1637, Thomas Fairfax (1612-1671), 3rd Lord Fairfax of Cameron. See the ODNB entries
for Thomas Fairfax and Anne Vere.
* Dorothy Vere, youngest daughter, who married John Wolstenholme, esquire, of
Stanmore, Middlesex, grandson of Sir John Wolstenholme (1562-1639), and son of Sir
John Wolstenholme (d.1670), Baronet. John Wolstenholme, esquire, predeceased his
father, and left no issue by Dorothy Vere. See the ODNB entry for Sir John
Wolstenholme (1562-1639), and Betham, William, The Baronetage of England, Vol. II,
(London: W.S. Betham, 1802), pp. 361-3 at:
https://books.google.ca/books?id=hLRBAAAAcAAJ&pg=PA361
See also:
Daniel Lysons, 'Stanmore Magna', in The Environs of London: Volume 3, County of
Middlesex (London, 1795), pp. 391-403. British History Online http://www.britishhistory.ac.uk/london-environs/vol3/pp391-403 [accessed 4 September 2019].
On the north side of the communion-table is the tomb of Sir John Wolstenholme, founder
of the church, who died in 1639. It was the work of Nicholas Stone, and cost 200l. (fn.
26). The inscription (fn. 27) is on a large slab of black marble, supported by four pillars,
under which lies the effigies of the deceased upon a mattress. On the south side of the
altar is a massy monument to the memory of John Wolstenholme, Esq. (fn. 28), son of Sir
John Wolstenholme, Bart. and grandson of the last-mentioned Sir John. Under a large
open canopy of vein'd marble, supported by four pillars, is a black slab, on which are the
essigies [sic] of the deceased, and of his wife Dorothy Vere.
The testator had a distinguished military career in the Low Countries. See Markham,
Clements R., The Fighting Veres, (London: Sampson Low, Marston, Searle and
Rivington, 1888) at:
https://archive.org/details/thefightingveres00markiala/page/n6
On 24 July 1625 he was created Baron Vere of Tilbury. According to The Complete
Peerage, he lived during his latter years at Clapton in Middlesex.
The testator died 2 May 1635 and was buried in Westminster Abbey near the tomb of his
brother, Sir Francis Vere (1560/61–1609).
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LM: T{estamentum} honorand{i} viri Horatij D{omi}ni Vere Baronis de Tilbury
In the name of God, Amen. The tenth day of November in the tenth year of the reign of
our most gracious Sovereign Lord Charles, by the grace of God of England, Scotland,
France and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith etc., Anno [ ] Domini one thousand six
hundred thirty-four, I, Horace, Lord Vere, Baron of Tilbury, do make and ordain this my
last will and testament in manner and form following:
First, I do commend my soul into the hands of God, my most mighty Creator, hoping
assuredly through the only merits of Jesus Christ, my most merciful Saviour, to be made
partaker of everlasting life, and I render my body to the earth, to be buried where it shall
please God to appoint;
And touching that temporal estate which it hath pleased God of his mercy to make me the
disposer of, first, whereas all that the house, site, circuit and precinct of the monastery of
Hailes in the county of Gloucester, and several manors, lordships, granges, farms, rents,
revenues, lands, tenements and hereditaments situate, lying and being in the said county,
have by my appointment and directions by one pair of indentures tripartite bearing date
the seventeenth day of May which was in the eighth year [=17 May 1632] of the reign of
our said most gracious Sovereign Lord the King’s Majesty that now is, made or
mentioned to be made between myself and Dame Mary, my most loving wife, on the first
part, Lawrence Wright, esquire, Doctor of Physic, of the parish of Charterhouse in the
county of Middlesex on the second part, and my kind and loving friends Richard
Winwood of Dutton Park in the county of Berkshire, esquire, John Parker of the city of
Westminster, esquire, Walter James of the said city of Westminster, esquire, and William
Perkins of the city of London, merchant-tailor, on the third part, or by some other good
and sufficient means in the law, conveyed and assigned unto them, the said Richard
Winwood, John Parker, Walter James and William Perkins, for a term of years not yet
expired, to the uses, trusts, intents and purposes declared in and by one pair of indentures
bearing date the one and twentieth day of October now last past before the date of these
presents [=21 October 1634], made or mentioned to be made between myself and Dame
Mary, my wife, on the one part, and the said Richard Winwood, John Parker, Walter
James and William Perkins on the other part;
And whereas the said site, circuit and precincts of the said monastery of Hailes and other
the premises have also by my appointment and directions, by one other pair of indentures
bearing date the five and twentieth day of September in the eighth year of the reign of our
most gracious Sovereign Lord the King’s Majesty that now is [=25 September 1632],
made or mentioned to be made between William Williams, Robert Michell, Walter
Markes and Robert March, citizens of London, on the one part, and my much respected
friend Sir Robert Harley of Brampton Castle alias Brampton Bryan in the county of
Hereford, Knight of the honourable Order of the Bath, Sir Robert Tracy of Fairford in the
county of Gloucester, knight, and Richard Moore of Okinham in the county of Berkshire,
gentleman, on the other part, or by some other good and sufficient means and
conveyances in the law conveyed and assigned unto the said Sir Robert Harley, Sir
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Robert Tracy and Richard Moore on the one part, and myself and the said Dame Mary,
my wife, on the other part, according to the true intent and meaning declared and
expressed in the said last-recited indenture or deed indented bearing date the said one and
twentieth of October now last past,
I, the said Horace, Lord Vere, do by this my last will and testament ratify and confirm the
said several conveyances and assurances and every of them, and my desire and request
unto all and every my said friends whom I have trusted as aforesaid is that they would
respectively perform, fulfil and execute the trust by me in them respectively reposed
according unto the true intent and meaning of the said several indentures dated the said
one and twentieth day of October now last past, for it is my will and meaning that the
said site, circuit & precinct of the said monastery and all and singular other the premises
shall be and remain in the power of my said [ ] loving wife, for her freely to dispose of as
she shall think fit;
And whereas myself and the said Dame Mary, my wife, are seised and estated in fee
simple to us and our heirs of and in the freehold, reversion and inheritance of the said
site, manors and premises, I do hereby devise and declare my will and meaning to be that
if she, the said Dame Mary, my wife, shall survive and overlive me, the said Horace,
Lord Vere, that then the said freehold, reversion and inheritance of the said site, manor
and premises shall be and remain at her, my said wife’s, free will and pleasure to dispose
as she shall think meet, either by sale or otherwise, for her own use, behoof and benefit at
her pleasure;
Item, I give all my goods, chattels, stock and household stuff, and all the debts, sum and
sums of money which are owing unto me from or by any person or persons whatsoever,
either in England or elsewhere, unto my said most dear and loving wife;
And I do hereby make, ordain and appoint her, my said wife, full and sole executrix of
this my last will and testament, and I do hereby revoke and annul all former wills;
In witness whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name and set my seal unto this present
last will and testament the day and year first above-written. Horace Vere.
Signed, sealed and published the day and year above-written in the presence of Timothy
Felton, Edmund Cardell, William Sparrow, Thomas Lovell.

Probatum fuit testamentum sup{ra}scriptum apud London coram ven{er}abili viro
D{omi}no Henrico Marten Milite legum d{o}c{t}ore Curie Prerogatiue Cant{uariensis}
mag{ist}ro Custode siue Com{m}issario legitime constituto sexto die mensis Maij Anno
D{omi}ni millesimo sexcentesimo tricesimo quinto Iuramento honorande femine Marie
D{omi}ne Vere, rel{i}c{t}e et executricis dicti Def{uncti} in h{uius}mo{d}i testamento
nominat{e} Cui com{m}issa fuit administrac{i}o om{n}iu{m} et singulor{um}
bonoru{m} iuriu{m} et Creditoru{m} dicti def{uncti} de bene et fideliter administrando
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eadem Ad s{an}c{t}a dei Evangelia Coram m{agist}ro Obediah Sedgwicke Cl{er}ico
vigore Com{m}issionis in ea p{ar}te alias emanat{e} Iurat{e} ex{aminatus}
[=The above-written testament was proved at London before the worshipful Sir Henry
Marten, knight, Doctor of the Laws, lawfully constituted Master, Keeper or Commissary
of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, on the sixth day of the month of May in the year
of the Lord a thousand six hundred thirty-five by the oath of the honourable Lady Mary
Vere, relict and executrix of the said deceased named in the same testament, to whom
administration was granted of all and singular the goods, rights and credits of the said
deceased, sworn on the Holy Gospels to well and faithfully administer the same before
Master Obediah Sedgwicke, clerk, by force of a commission in that respect otherwise
issued. Examined]
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