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SUMMARY: The document below is the will, dated 25 November 1612 and proved 15
February 1613, of Oxford’s second wife, Elizabeth (nee Trentham) de Vere, Dowager
Countess of Oxford. For a letter written on 6 January 1613 by Sir Thomas Lake (bap.
1561, d. 1630) to Sir Dudley Carleton (1574-1632), then the English ambassador in
Venice, advising of the Countess’ recent death, see TNA SP 99/12, ff. 18-19:
The Countess of Oxford is lately dead, and the Countess of Bedford dangerously sick.
It has often been stated that the testatrix was an heiress. In fact, her brother, Francis
Trentham, was heir to their father, and the testatrix was bequeathed only a marriage
portion of £1000, payable at 500 marks a year over three years:
Also I will and bequeath unto Elizabeth Trentham, my eldest daughter, for her portion
and preferment, the sum of one thousand pounds of lawful current money, to be paid unto
her or her assigns within four years next after my decease if she be so long unmarried,
and in the mean season, being unmarried as is aforesaid, I will that my executor herein
named shall pay her yearly forty pounds towards her maintenance, but if it fortune my
said daughter to marry, then I will that my executor or his assigns shall pay unto her the
said sum of one thousand pounds within three years next after her said marriage, that is
to say, every of the said three years five hundred marks, and so from the time of the said
marriage to be discharged of the payment of the said yearly payment of forty pounds as is
aforesaid.
The marriage portion of Oxford’s first wife, Anne Cecil, was £3000. See Nelson, Alan
H., Monstrous Adversary, (Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2003), p. 74 at:
https://books.google.ca/books?id=ax36vm1CW08C&pg=PA74
FAMILY BACKGROUND
For the testatrix’ family background, see the Trentham pedigree in Armytage, George J.
and W. Harry Rylands, Staffordshire Pedigrees, (London: Harleian Society, 1912), Vol.
LXIII, p. 224 at:
https://archive.org/stream/StaffordshirePedigreesBasedOnTheVisitationOfThatCountyMa
deByWilliam/StaffordshirePedigreesBasedOnTheVisitstionOfThatCounty166#page/n235
/mode/2up
See also the Trentham pedigree in Grazebrook, H. Sydney, ed., The Visitacion of
Staffordschire, (London: Mitchell and Hughes, 1883), pp. 139-141 at:
https://archive.org/stream/visitacionofstaf00graz#page/140/mode/2up
See also the Trentham pedigree in College of Arms MS Glover 1, f. 190.
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Testatrix’ great-grandparents
The testatrix was the great-granddaughter of Thomas Trentham (d.1518/19) and
Elizabeth Corbet, the daughter of Sir Richard Corbet (b. 1451, d. 6 December 1493) by
Elizabeth Devereux (d.1516), the daughter of Walter Devereux (c.1432-1485), 1st Baron
Ferrers of Chartley, slain at the Battle of Bosworth on 22 August 1485, and his wife,
Anne Ferrers (1438-1469), the daughter and heir of Sir William Ferrers of Chartley,
Staffordshire.
For the family background of Elizabeth Corbet, see the entry for Walter Devereux
(c.1432-1485), 1st Baron Ferrers of Chartley in the ODNB; Richardson, Douglas,
Plantagenet Ancestry, 2nd ed., 2011, Vol. II, pp. 45-6, 416, 463-4, and Vol. III, pp. 352-4;
and Botfield, Beriah, Stemmata Botevilliana (Westminster: Nichols, 1858), pp. 169 and
184, at:
https://archive.org/stream/stemmatabotevill00botfuoft#page/n191/mode/2up
and:
https://archive.org/stream/stemmatabotevill00botfuoft#page/n207/mode/2up
For the will of the testatrix’ great-grandfather, Thomas Trentham, see TNA PROB
11/19/252.
Testatrix’ grandparents
The testatrix was the granddaughter of Richard Trentham (c.1515-1547) by Mary Ireland,
the daughter of David Ireland (d.1530), mercer of Shrewsbury, for whom see his will,
TNA PROB 11/23/284, and the Ireland pedigree in Grazebrook, George and John Paul
Rylands, eds., The Visitation of Shropshire Taken in the Year 1623, Part I, (London:
Harleian Society, 1889), Vol. XXVIII, pp. xiii, 270-1 at:
https://archive.org/stream/visitationshrop00britgoog#page/n322/mode/2up
For the testatrix’ grandfather, Richard Trentham, see his will, TNA PROB 11/31/419, and
the History of Parliament entry at:
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1509-1558/member/trentham-richard1515-47
Testatrix’ parents
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The testatrix was the daughter of Thomas Trentham (buried 25 May 1587) and Jane
Sneyd, the daughter of Sir William Sneyd (d. 6 June 1571). For the will of Sir William
Sneyd, see TNA PROB 11/54/430. See the Sneyd pedigree in Burke, John, and John
Bernard Burke, A Genealogical and Heraldic Dictionary of the Landed Gentry of Great
Britain and Ireland, Vol. II, (London: Henry Colburn, 1847), p. 1259 at:
https://books.google.ca/books?id=0NEKAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA1259
See also the Sneyd pedigree in Grazebrook, H. Sydney, ed., The Heraldic Visitations of
Staffordshire, (London: Mitchell and Hughes, 1885), pp. 273-4 at:
https://books.google.ca/books?id=gfwcAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA273
For the will of Thomas Trentham, see TNA PROB 11/72/372.
The testatrix’ father, Thomas Trentham, aged nine at his father’s death, became the ward
of Sir Philip Draycott (by 1483-1559) of Paynsley in Draycott, Staffordshire, for whom
see the History of Parliament entry at:
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1509-1558/member/draycott-sirphilip-1483-1559
Testatrix’ siblings
The testatrix had two brothers and two sisters:
-Francis Trentham (buried 13 October 1626), eldest son and heir, who married
Katherine Sheldon, the daughter of Ralph Sheldon of Beoley (for whose will see TNA
PROB 11/121/345). For the will of Francis Trentham, in which he appoints his brotherin-law, Sir John Peshall, husband of Katherine Sheldon’s sister, Anne Sheldon, as one of
his executors, see LRO B/C/11. For the will of Katherine (nee Sheldon) Trentham, see
TNA PROB 11/163/485. See also the History of Parliament entry for Francis Trentham
at:
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1604-1629/member/trentham-francis1564-1626
-Thomas Trentham, who died unmarried in 1605.
11/105/392.

For his will, see TNA PROB

-Dorothy Trentham, who married William Cooper of Thurgarton. For the will of his
brother, Thomas Cooper (d.1584), see TNA PROB 11/67/291.
-Katherine Trentham, who married Sir John Stanhope (d.1611) of Elvaston. For his
will, see TNA PROB 11/117/473. For her will, see TNA PROB 11/137/516.
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Testatrix’ relationship to members of the Sneyd and Yonge families
The testatrix’ aunt, Anne Sneyd, sister of the testatrix’ mother, Jane Sneyd, married
William Yonge (d. December 1583) of Caynton in Edgmond, Shropshire, whose greatgrandparents were Sir William Yonge of Caynton and his wife, Margaret Eyton. See the
will of Robert Eyton, TNA PROB 11/105/469, and the pedigree of Eyton of Weald
Moors at:
https://archive.org/stream/visitationofcoun00maytrich#page/108/mode/2up
For the monumental brass at Edgmond mentioning Sir William Yonge and his wife,
Margaret Eyton, see Stephenson, Mill, Monumental Brasses in Shropshire, (London:
Harrison and Sons, 1895), pp. 62-5:
Of your charity ye shall pray for the souls of Francis Yonge, sometimes of Caynton,
esquire, son & heir of Sir William Yonge, knight, & Dame Margaret, his wife, daughter
of Nicholas Eyton, esquire, which Francis departed this world the last day of March the
year of Our Lord 1533, & for the soul of Anne, late wife to Francis, daughter of Richard
Charlton of Appley, esquire, & Elizabeth, his wife, daughter to William Mainwaring of
Ightfield, esquire, which Anne deceased 24th day of August the year of Our Lord 1507, on
whose souls Jesu have mercy, Amen.
For Francis Yonge and his wife, Anne Charlton, see also Richardson, Douglas,
Plantagenet Ancestry, 2nd ed., 2011, Vol. III, p. 546.
The testatrix maintained close relationships with members of the Trentham, Sneyd and
Yonge families. When she purchased the manor of King’s Place, Hackney, by licence
from the Queen dated 2 September 1597, her trustees were her brother, Francis Trentham,
her uncle, Ralph Sneyd (d. 15 August 1620), and her first cousin, Giles Yonge. See TNA
C 66/1476, m. 19. For a bill of complaint filed in the Court of Requests in 1602 by
Francis Trentham and Ralph Sneyd on behalf of Oxford and the testatrix against Edward
Coe concerning the rectory of Walter Belchamp, see TNA REQ 2/276, Item 62.
The testatrix’ uncle, Ralph Sneyd, married, as his second wife, Mary Newport, the
daughter of Sir Richard Newport (d. 12 September 1570), owner of a copy of Hall’s
Chronicle, formerly Loan 61 in the British Library, now in the hands of a trustee, Lord
Hesketh, containing annotations thought to have been made by Shakespeare. See Keen,
Alan and Roger Lubbock, The Annotator, (London: Putnam, 1954). For the will of Sir
Richard Newport, see TNA PROB 11/53/456.
PERSONS MENTIONED IN THE WILL
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In her will the testatrix requests that she be buried as near Oxford as possible in the
church at Hackney, and that a tomb be erected for them fitting their degree. She leaves
jewels, household stuff, and the reversionary interest in her properties to her son, Henry
de Vere (1593-1625), 18th Earl of Oxford, and makes generous bequests to close family
members, friends, servants, the poor of Hackney and Castle Hedingham, and various
London prisons and hospitals.
Sir Edward More
The testatrix appoints as executors her brother, Francis Trentham (d.1626), and her
friends Sir Edward More (d.1623) and John Wright of Gray’s Inn, stating that by two
indentures dated 1 November 1612 she has sold them certain parks at Castle Hedingham,
the site and precinct of the late Hedingham Priory, and the rectory of Walter Belchamp in
trust for the term of 20 years, the profits to be used for payment of her debts and funeral
expenses, the performance of her will, and the benefit of her son, Henry de Vere (15931625), 18th Earl of Oxford.
The testatrix’ friend, trustee and executor, Sir Edward More (d.1623) of Odiham, was, by
his first marriage to Mary Poynings, daughter and co-heir of Sir Adrian Poynings (1512?1571) of Wherwell, Hampshire, a brother-in-law of Sir George More (1553-1632) of
Loseley, who sold property in the Blackfriars to Cuthbert Burbage and Richard Burbage
(see Folger MS L.b.357), and whose sister Anne More (d.1624), who married Sir George
Mainwaring (before 1551 - 1628) of Ightfield, Shropshire, is described by the testatrix as
a ‘kinswoman’ in the will below:
Also I give unto my loving kinswoman and tried friend, the Lady Mainwaring, wife unto
Sir George Mainwaring, knight, my gilt standing cup with a cover.
For Sir George More, see the ODNB entry, and the will of his grandfather, Sir
Christopher More, TNA PROB 11/33/78.
For Sir George Mainwaring, only son of Sir Arthur Mainwaring (c.1525-1590) and
Margaret Mainwaring, daughter and coheir of Sir Randolph Mainwaring (d. 6 September
1557) of Over Peover, Cheshire, see the History of Parliament entry at:
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1558-1603/member/mainwaringgeorge-1551-1628
For Sir Arthur Mainwaring, eldest son of Sir Richard Mainwaring (d.1558) and Dorothy
Corbet, daughter of Robert Corbet of Moreton Corbet, see the History of Parliament entry
at:
https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1558-1603/member/mainwaring-sirarthur-1525-90
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For the Mainwaring family, see also Finley, R. Mainwaring, A Short History of the
Mainwaring Family, (London: Griffith Farran, 1890), pp. 34-5 at:
https://archive.org/details/shorthistoryofma00finl/page/53
The precise nature of the testatrix’ kinship to Anne More has not yet been determined.
However Sir John Wolley (d.1596), the Queen’s Latin secretary, was one of Oxford’s
trustees in connection with legal agreements for the benefit of the testatrix, and in 1577
Wolley had married another of Sir George More’s sisters, Elizabeth More (1552-1600),
one of Queen Elizabeth’s favourite ladies-in-waiting. For the will of Sir John Wolley,
see TNA PROB 11/87/198.
After Mary Poynings’ death in 1591, Sir Edward More married Frances Brooke (b.1562),
one of the twin daughters of William Brooke (1527-1597), 10th Baron Cobham, who at
the time was the widow of John (1553-1588), Lord Stourton. The precise date of the
marriage is unknown, but it appears to have taken place in the winter of 1595-6. Sir
Edward More bore the great banner at the funeral procession of his father-in-law, Lord
Cobham, in April 1597. Oxford’s brother-in-law, Robert Cecil (1563-1612), 1st Earl of
Salisbury, had married Frances Brooke’s twin sister, Elizabeth (1562-1597) in August
1589, and Sir Edward More was thus both Lord Cobham’s son-in-law and Sir Robert
Cecil’s brother-in-law. Sir Robert Cecil is said to have held Sir Edward More in
extraordinary esteem, and in his own will More bequeaths a ring with a blue sapphire
which had been given to him by Cecil. For the foregoing details of Sir Edward More’s
second marriage to Frances Brooke, see McKeen, David, A Memory of Honour; The Life
of William Brooke, Lord Cobham, Vol. II (Salzburg: Institut fur Anglistik und
Amerikanistik, 1986), pp. 609, 614, 641 and 681. For the will of the testatrix’ executor,
Sir Edward More, see TNA PROB 11/141/530.
Sir Edward More’s connections by marriage to both the Mores of Loseley and the Cecils
perhaps help to explain the testatrix’ choice of him as one of her trustees and executors.
However, as noted above, the precise nature of the testatrix’ kinship with Anne More is
as yet unknown.
Lady Waller
The ‘Lady Waller’ to whom the testatrix leaves a bequest in the will below was also
related by marriage to the More family. Lady Waller was born Margaret Lennard, and
married Sir Thomas Waller. Her sister, Frances Lennard, married Sir Robert More
(1581-1626), the son of Sir George More (1553-1632).
For the More family, see the entries for Sir William More (1520-1600) and Sir George
More in the ODNB.
John Wright of Gray’s Inn
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The testatrix’ friend and executor, ‘John Wright of Gray’s Inn’, was John Wright of
Wrightbridge, Essex, Clerk of the House of Commons. He was admitted to Gray’s Inn
on 24 January 1588, and called to the rank of ancient in 1608. On 12 March 1611 he
acted on behalf of the testatrix in a matter concerning the manor of Prayors in Sible
Hedingham (see ERO T/A 225/33). In association with William Hawkeridge of Staple
Inn (a witness to the will below), he purchased the manor of Easthouse on 29 May 1613
from Sir Edward Cooke (bur. 20 July 1625) of Gidea Hall (see ERO D/DMy/15M50/45060). See also 'Romford: Manors and other estates', in A History of the County of Essex:
Volume 7, ed. W R Powell (London, 1978), pp. 64-72 at:
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/essex/vol7/pp64-72:
The manor of EAST HOUSE lay east of the river Rom . . . By c. 1355 East House,
comprising 60 a., had become part of the Gidea Hall estate, in which it descended until
1613, when Sir Edward Cooke sold it to John Wright.
For Sir Edward Cooke (eldest son and heir of Lady Burghley’s nephew, Sir Anthony
Cooke), who married Martha Daniel, the daughter of Sir William Daniel, see the pedigree
of Cooke in Transactions of the London and Middlesex Archaeological Society, (London:
J.B. Nichols, 1870), Vol. III, p. 306, available online at:
http://www.lamas.org.uk/archives/transactions.
The testatrix’ executor, John Wright, is said to have married, firstly Martha Castell, the
daughter of Robert Castell of East Hatley, Cambridgeshire, and secondly Fortune
Garraway, widow of Edward (or William?) Blount, and the daughter of Sir William
Garraway (c.1537 - 25 September 1625) by his wife, Elizabeth Anderson (d. 12
December 1636). See Prest, Wilfrid R., The Rise of the Barristers: A Social History of
the English Bar, 1590-1640 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1986), p. 406; Richardson,
Douglas, Magna Carta Ancestry, 2nd ed., 2011, Vol. IV, p. 178; the will of Sir William
Garraway, TNA PROB 11/148/96; the will of Elizabeth (nee Anderson) Garraway, TNA
PROB 11/172/342; and the record of John Wright’s admission to Gray’s Inn on 24
January 1588 in Foster, Joseph, The Register of Admission to Gray’s Inn 1521-1889,
(London: Hansard Publishing Union, 1889), p. 72 at
https://archive.org/stream/registerofadmiss00gray#page/72/mode/2up
The testatrix’ executor, John Wright of Gray’s Inn, is said to be the ancestor of the
Wright brothers, Orville and Wilbur. See:
http://www.wrightbrothers.org/Information_Desk/Just_the_Facts/Wright_Family/Wright_Genealogy/Lande
d_Gentry.htm
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As mentioned above, the testatrix states in the will that on 1 November 1612 she had sold
certain lands to her executors in trust for 20 years, with the reversionary interest to go to
her son Henry and his heirs. The testatrix reinforces the latter provision by an entail in
the will by which she bequeaths the site and precinct of the priory of Hedingham and the
rectory of Walter Belchamp and any other property in Essex which she owns in fee
simple to her son and his issue, and in default of such issue to her brother, Francis
Trentham, and his heirs. She also directs that the farm of Plaistow and the tithes which
had formed part of the subject matter of Oxford’s earlier lawsuit against Roger
Harlakenden be sold, and the proceeds used towards the payment of her debts and
legacies ‘by such persons as are now estated therein by force of an Act of Parliament in
that behalf made’ (for the private Act of Parliament of 1609/10, see
HL/PO/PB/1/1609/7J1n33RO).
The will was proved 15 February 1613, at which time administration was granted to the
three executors, and earlier letters of administration taken out by her son, Henry de Vere,
18th Earl of Oxford, on 13 January 1613 were revoked. Although Henry de Vere disputed
the revocation, it was confirmed on 26 June 1613 (see TNA PROB 11/121/755).

RM: T{estamentum} Elizabethe nup{er} Com{itisse} Dowager Oxon{ie}
RM: Confirmatur p{er} [ ] 1613
In the name of God, Amen. The 25th day of November in the year of Our Lord God one
thousand six hundred and twelve, I, the Lady Elizabeth Vere, Countess Dowager of
Oxenford, late wife of Edward de Vere, late Earl of Oxenford, do make and ordain this
my last will and testament in manner and form following:
First and principally I commend my soul into the hands of Almighty God, assuredly
believing that as he first gave it to me, so he will likewise receive it whensoever it shall
please him to separate and part the same from my body, and that being washed from all
my sins in the precious blood of my only Saviour and Redeemer, Christ Jesus, he will
make me both in soul and body partaker of those heavenly joys which are both
unspeakable and endless, in which hope and full assurance of a joyful resurrection at the
last day I joyfully commit my body to the earth from whence it was taken, desiring to be
buried in the Church of Hackney within the County of Middlesex as near unto the body
of my said late dear and noble lord and husband as may be, and that to be done as
privately and with as little pomp and ceremony as possible may be, only I will that there
be in the said church erected for us a tomb fitting our degree, and of such charge as shall
seem good to mine executors hereafter named;
And whereas I stand indebted in divers sums of money, as namely unto my brother
Francis Trentham of Rocester within the county of Stafford, esquire, in four hundred
pounds, unto Mr Ferne in two hundred pounds principal debt, beside the use, and to Mr
Prescott, goldsmith in Cheapside, upon pawn of part of my plate now remaining with
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him, in two hundred and odd pounds, I desire that all these debts may be carefully
discharged, and likewise all such other as to my executors hereafter named shall appear
to be due and owing by me, if any such shall happen to be, with allowance to be made to
every of them for the forbearance thereof after the rate of ten pounds for every hundred
pounds for one year until such time as my said executors can raise money and make
payment of my said debts out of such estate and means as I shall leave unto them for that
purpose;
Item, I give unto my dear and loving son, Henry de Vere, Earl of Oxenford, to be kept by
him as a remembrance of my motherly love unto him, my rope of great pearl, my new
jewel, my thirteen diamond buttons, and all those rich garments, cloaks, bedding, and
household stuff, fine diaper and damask linen which are now in my cousin John Vere's
house, all which jewels and other things I will shall be delivered to my said son within six
months after the day of his marriage, or at his age of six and twenty years, which shall
first happen;
And my will and meaning is that if my said son shall happen to depart this life before
either of the said times before limited for delivery of the said jewels and other things unto
him, then I will the same unto the eldest son of the body of my said son lawfully to be
begotten which shall be living or begotten at such death of my said son; and for default of
such son, to the daughter or daughters of the body of my said son lawfully to be begotten;
and if he have no son or daughter lawfully begotten, then I will the same jewels and other
things shall remain unto mine executors;
Item, I give unto my dear and loving mother my silver caudle-cup, my little gilt bell, my
silver fruit dish with the foot, and my black satin gown cut and laced;
And whereas I have had of my said brother Trentham the sum of four hundred pounds for
divers years past and have given him no allowance for the same, I do therefore in
recompense thereof give unto him two hundred marks of lawful English money, and also
the sum of two hundred pounds more for a legacy;
Item, I give to my loving sister, the Lady Stanhope, my fifteen new pieces of silver
vessel, my black velvet gown laced, my black satin gown, my black taffeta gown with
silver lace, my black and silver camlet gown, my crimson velvet petticoat, and my kirtle
of white cloth of silver, and [ ] colour cloth of silver;
Item, I give unto my sister Trentham my borders of rubies and diamonds, my white satin
gown, my plain black satin gown, my petticoat of cloth of gold, and my kirtle of white
satin with gold lace;
Item, I give unto Vere Trentham, my god-daughter, my jewel enamelled with red, and
diamonds in it;
Also, I give and bequeath unto Marie Trentham (whom I intend, if God give me life, to
educate and train up) five hundred pounds towards her preferment in marriage, the same
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to be paid after my debts and all my other legacies be satisfied and paid, and the charges
of my funeral and tomb be discharged;
Also I give unto my loving kinswoman and tried friend, the Lady Mainwaring, wife unto
Sir George Mainwaring, knight, my gilt standing cup with a cover;
Item, I give unto my worthy good friend, Sir Edward More, knight, my long silver basin
with the ewer to it;
Item, I give unto my Lady Waller my kirtle of black cloth of gold;
Item, I give unto my uncle Sneyd my two gilt candlesticks;
I give to Mrs Libbe my black taffeta gown and kirtle, my calamanco gown and my piece
of tabine of about twenty yards;
Item, I give to my loving cousin, John Vere, esquire, my deep silver bowl;
And to my nephew, Mr Peregrine Bertie, twenty pounds in gold;
Also, I give unto my good friend, John Wright of Gray's Inn within the county of
Middlesex, esquire, one hundred pounds, presuming he will perform his best endeavour
to preserve the rights of my son's estate, and to assist him with his best advice in all
courses to advance his good fortunes and to increase his virtue and honour;
Item, I give to Margery Flower, my waiting-woman, my tawny satin gown; I give to
Marie, my chambermaid, one other gown at the discretion of mine executors; I give to the
said Margery Flower £10, and to the said Marie, my chambermaid, five pounds, and to
the said Margery and Marie, equally to be divided between them, all my wearing linen
about my body;
I give to my laundry-maid forty shillings; to Katherine, three pounds; to Gallantine, the
Frenchman that serveth me, five pounds; to [ ] Thoroughgood, five pounds; to Thomas,
my tailor, dwelling with me, five marks; to Thomas, my coachman, five marks; to John
Bill, my late servant, five pounds;
Item, I give unto my dumb man yearly during his life [ ] pounds, to be paid him by my
executors quarterly at the four most usual feasts of the year by even and equal portions;
Item, I give for the relief of the poor prisoners in the Counters in London, in Newgate and
Ludgate, in the hospitals of Southwark and St. Bartholomew’s, in the prisons of the
King's Bench, the Marshalsea, and the White Lion in Southwark, thirty pounds, that is to
say five marks apiece to every of the said counters, prisons, and hospitals;
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Item, I will that there be distributed on the day of my burial to the poor people of the
parish wherein I shall happen to die, ten pounds, and to the poor of the said parish of
Hackney, twenty pounds;
Also I give to the poor of Castle Hedingham in Essex £20 to be distributed at the
discretion of mine executors;
I make and ordain the said Sir Edward More, Francis Trentham, and John Wright the
executors of this my last will and testament, desiring them to see the same duly and
faithfully performed in every behalf, and my will and meaning is that my said executors
and the survivors and survivor of them shall be allowed all such charges and expenses as
they or any of them shall in any sort disburse, expend, or lay out in, upon or about the
performance or execution of this my will or any matter, cause or occasion touching or
concerning the same or the administration thereof;
Also, whereas by my two several deeds indented, bearing date the first day of this instant
month of November, made between me on the one part and the said Sir Edward More,
Francis Trentham, and John Wright on the other part, I have demised, leased, granted,
bargained and sold to the said Sir Edward More, Francis Trentham, and John Wright all
that great park of Hedingham ad Castrum aforesaid, and certain parts and parcels of the
Castle park, and the little park there, as also the site and precinct of the late priory there,
and all the lands, tenements and hereditaments to the same late belonging and
appertaining, and also the rectory or parsonage of Walter Belchamp within the said
county of Essex, to have and to hold to the said Sir Edward More, Francis Trentham, and
John Wright, their executors, administrators and assigns from the feast of St. Michael the
Archangel now last past until the full end and term of twenty years from thenceforth next
ensuing, by and under certain yearly rents, as in and by the said several deeds indented
more fully and plainly may appear, which said several deeds were so by me made in trust,
thereby to enable them to raise such sums of money as should sufficiently serve and
suffice to discharge and pay all my debts and legacies and funeral expenses, as also all
such other payments and disbursements as should be any ways expended, disbursed or
laid out by my said executors or any of them for or about the performance of this my will,
or for, about or concerning any cause, matter or thing touching or concerning the
administration or execution thereof, and afterwards the overplus and surplusage of the
profits and benefit thereof to be to the only use and behoof of my said son and of such his
children or other persons severally, successively and respectively as from time to time
successively shall be seized of the immediate estate in reversion depending and expectant
upon any the said several estates or terms granted, passed or conveyed in or by the saidrecited deeds or either of them severally and respectively, now I do by these presents
signify and declare my will and meaning to be that the said several estates so made and
granted in and by the said several deeds indented shall be holden and enjoyed by the said
Sir Edward More, Francis Trentham, and John Wright to such uses, intents and purposes,
and upon such trust and confidence as is lastly before herein recited and expressed;
And I do further will that the farm of Plaistow and other the portions of tithes late the
inheritance of my said late husband Edward, late Earl of Oxenford, shall be sold towards
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the payment and satisfaction of my said debts and legacies and performance of this my
will by such persons as are now estated therein by force of an Act of Parliament in that
behalf made;
Item, I give and bequeath unto my said son Henry, Earl of Oxenford, the said site and
precinct of the said late priory and all the lands, tenements, hereditaments and
appurtenances to the same late belonging and appertaining, and also the said rectory or
parsonage of Walter Belchamp within the said county of Essex, and all other my lands,
tenements, and hereditaments with their and every of their appurtenances within the said
county of Essex whereof I am seized of an estate in fee simple to me and my heirs, to
have and to hold the same unto my said son for and during the term of his natural life
without impeachment of or for any manner of waste;
And from and after his decease, then to the first son of the body of my said son lawfully
to be begotten, and to the heirs males of the body of the same first son lawfully begotten;
And for default of such issue, then to the second son of the body of my said son lawfully
to be begotten, and to the heirs males of the body of the said second son lawfully to be
begotten;
And for default of such issue, then to every other son of the body of my said son lawfully
to be begotten successively one after another as they shall be in seniority and priority of
age, and to the heirs males of the body of every such son lawfully to be begotten
successively and respectively one after another in manner and form aforesaid;
And for default of such issue, then to the heirs of the body of the first son of the body of
my said son Henry, Earl of Oxenford, lawfully to be begotten;
And for default of such issue then to the heirs of the body of all and every other of the
said sons of the body of my said son Henry, Earl of Oxenford, lawfully to be begotten
severally and successively, one after another, in form aforesaid;
And for default of such issue, then to all and every the daughters of the body of my said
son lawfully to be begotten, and to the heirs of the bodies of the same daughters lawfully
to be begotten;
And for want of such issue, then to my said brother Francis Trentham and unto his heirs
forever, the said Francis Trentham or his heirs paying unto John Posthumous Stanhope,
the youngest son of my sister, the Lady Stanhope, if the said John Posthumous Stanhope
shall be then living, the full sum of one thousand pounds of lawful English money at the
font-stone within the Temple Church, London, within one year next after the same
premises shall accrue, happen, or come unto the said Francis Trentham or his heirs by
such failing of the issues of the body of my said son as is aforesaid.
And I do by these presents revoke, frustrate and make void all former and other wills
whatsoever I have heretofore made, and have published this as my last will and
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testament, and sealed and subscribed the same the day and year first above written in the
presence of Katherine Stanhope, Francis Trentham, John Wright, William
Thoroughgood, William Hawkeridge.
Elizabeth Oxenford

Probatum fuit Testamentum suprascriptum apud London coram venerabili viro Domino
Iohanne Benet milite legum Doctore Curie prerogatiue Cantuariens{is} Mag{ist}ro
Custode siue Com{m}issario legitime constituto Decimo quinto die mensis ffebruarij
Anno Domini iuxta cursum et Computac{i}o{n}em Eccl{es}ie Anglicane millesimo
sexcentesimo Duodecimo Iuramento D{omi}ni Edwardi Moore milit{is} ffrauncisci
Trentham et Iohannis Wright Ar{migerorum} Executorum in eodem Testamento
nominat{orum} Quibus com{m}issa fuit Administrac{i}o bonorum Iurium et Creditorum
dict{e} defunct{e} De bene et fideliter Administrand{o} &c ad sancta dei Evangelia
Iurat{orum} L{ite}ris ad{ministratio}nis bonorum iurium et Creditorum dict{e}
defunct{e} al{ia}s auc{torita}te huius Curie prenobili viro Henrico Comiti Oxon{ie}
tanquam ab Intestat{o} deceden{tis} Comiss{is} et concess{is} hodie introduct{is} et
renunc{iatis} vt ex actis liquet ex{aminatus}
[=The above-written testament was proved at London before the worshipful Sir John
Bennet, knight, Doctor of the Laws, lawfully constituted Master, Keeper or Commissary
of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, on the fifteenth day of the month of February in
the year of the Lord according to the course and reckoning of the English Church the
thousand six hundred twelfth by the oath of Sir Edward More, knight, Francis Trentham,
and John Wright, esquires, executors appointed in the same testament, to whom
administration was granted of the goods, rights and credits of the said deceased, sworn on
the Holy Gospels to well and faithfully administer etc., letters of administration of the
goods, rights and credits of the said deceased dying as an intestate by the authority of this
court at another time entrusted and granted to the right honourable Henry, Earl of
Oxenford, today introduced and renounced, as by the acts appears. Examined]

Modern spelling transcript copyright ©2004 Nina Green All Rights Reserved
http://www.oxford-shakespeare.com/

